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Palos Fen Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From jct. Hwy. 45 and 107th Street (west of Palos Hills),
take 107th Street east 0.8 mile. The nature preserve is
north of 107th Street and west of 88th Avenue.

Special Note: Access to this preserve is by prior per-
mission only.

Description:

Palos Fen is a 48 acre graminoid fen, marsh and oak
savanna located at the base of the Tinley Moraine where
meltwaters from glacial Lake Chicago formerly escaped
into the Des Plaines River. The slopes of the moraine
support old open-grown oaks and shagbark hickory.
Where calcareous groundwater flows from the base of
the moraine, saturated soils have fostered the accumula-
tion of organic material. The rich fen community is
dominated by big and little bluestem, prairie dropseed
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and other prairie associates, as well as those species that
are well adapted for the wet, calcareous and highly
organic soils. These species include swamp betony,
Ohio goldenrod, low calamint, bog lobelia and Queen-
of-the-prairie. This site preserves the only graminoid
fenidentified in the Illinois Natural Areas Inventory that
has survived on the Chicago Lake Plain.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Dedicated: June 1984

Size: 70 acres

Topo Map: Palos Park 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, ¢/o Conservation Department, 536
North Harlem Ave., River Forest, IL 60305 (708/771-
1330)
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Julia M. & Royce L. Parker Fen

Location and Access:

From Ridgefield at jct. Cherry Valley Road &
Wiltburger Road, take Cherry Valley Road north 1.3 mi.
The nature preserve is 0.15 mi. west of the road.

Special Note: Parker Fen is a privately owned Nature
Preserve. Entrance is by permission only.

Description:

The preserve contains high quality graminoid fen and
calcareous seep. It is located in the Northeastern
Morainal Natural Division on the edge of an outwash
plain. Graminoid fens in Illinois occur only in the
northeastern portion of the state and are often associated
with calcareous springs and seeps. The calcareous
ground water is responsible for feeding the fen with
alkaline water, thus creating a specialized plant com-
munity. The fen is actually a type of wet prairie on peaty
soil. It is dominated by big bluestem, little bluestem,

McHenry County

Indian grass, and several species of sedges and rushes.
Grass-of-Pamassus, fringed gentian, and Kalm’slobelia
are characteristic associates. The unique features and
remoteness of the fen attracts many types of wildlife.
Of particular interest are the localized prairie butterfly
species such as the Baltimore checkerspot, long dash
skipper, mulberry-winged skipper, great copper, eyed
brown, and the silver bordered fritillary.

Ownership: Mrs. Jewel M. Hahn
Dedicated: November 1985
Size: 10 acres

Topo Map: McHenry 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Illinois Nature
Preserves Commission, 524 S. 2nd Street, Springfield,
IL 62706 (217/785-8686)
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Paw Paw Woods Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Willow Springs at jct. Archer Avenue & 104th
Avenue, take Archer Avenue southwest 0.6 mi. The
nature preserve is on the southeast side of Archer
Avenue.

Special Note: Trails have been developed at this
preserve but there is no nearby parking area.

Description:

Paw Paw Woods is one of the oldest dedicated Nature
Preserves in Illinois. It contains bluff and floodplain
forest communities native to the Des Plaines River
Valley. These communities were once common in the
Morainal Section of the Northeastern Morainal Natural
Division. Black oak and white oak may be found on the
drier ridges while red oak, white oak, and sugar maple
dominate the mesic slope areas. The floodplain forest

’O; 3,150

Cook County

contains elm and burr oak. The forest supports many
interesting and unusual plants: paw paw, shingle oak,
chinquapin oak, spicebush, and an abundance of wood-
land wildflowers. The location of the preserve in a
highly populated urban area makes it an extremely
valuable natural resource.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Dedicated: January 1965 as the 7th Illinois Nature
Preserve.

Size: 105 acres
Topo Map: Sag Bridge 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, 536 North Harlem Avenue, River
Forest, IL 60305 (708/771-1330)
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Pistakee Bog Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Volo at jct. Hwys. 12 (59) & 120, take Hwy. 12
north 1.2 mile to Sullivan Lake Road, then turn and go
west 1.4 mile to Brandenburg Road, then turn and go
north and east 0.3 mile to the entrance to Volo Bog State
Natural Area. There is a parking lot at the entrance.
Pistakee Bog Nature Preserve is 0.5 mile northwest of
the parking lot.

Description:

This large site contains adiversity of plant communities,
including forested bog, sedge meadow, marsh, cal-
careous floating mat and pond communities. Several
orchids grow here. Populations of glossy buckthorn and
purple loosestrife threaten to destroy this unique natural
area. Traditional chemical and mechanical methods to
eliminate the purple loosestrife from the preserve have
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Lake and McHenry Counties

not been successful to date. Biocontrol insects have
been recently released at this site to try and control this
exotic.

Ownership: Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Dedicated: August 1975

Size: 228 acres nature preserve, 30 acres buffer

Topo Map: Wauconda 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Biologist, 110
James Road, Spring Grove, IL 60081 (815/675-2385)
or Site Superintendent, Volo Bog State Natural Area,
28478 W. Brandenburg Road, Ingleside, IL 60041
(815/344-1312)




B C’;@mmn

Raccoon Grove d
/(N A



|| 3a

] PRESERVE =

Lo / C
i =y ,U -
A i ; M i &
= s i § e e i b :
4y > ’
' -
/ N

Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Rt. 50 and Crete-Monee Rd. in the center of the
town of Monee, take Rt. 50 south 1.7 miles to Pauling
Rd., then turn east. Preserve entrance is on south side
of Pauling Rd. just east of Rt. 50.

Description:

Raccoon Grove is 202 acres of upland and floodplain
forest, savanna and stream habitats representative of the
Morainal Section of the Northeastern Morainal
Division. The preserve is situated on the front slope of
the West Chicago Moraine, the terminal moraine of the
Valparaiso Morainic System which was deposited
during the late Wisconsinan Stage upon retreat of the
glaciers 15,000 years ago. Glacial meltwaters eroded
the drainage basin of Rock Creek, anintermittent stream
with its headwater system dissecting Raccoon Grove.
The nature preserve protects approximately a third of
the original Raccoon Grove that was mapped by the

!

l
H{[l@
{
?{
>
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1834 Land Survey as a forested island surrounded by
prairie. Notable features include high quality examples
of dry-mesic upland forest, dominated by white, bur and
black oak and shagbark hickory, and mesic upland forest
dominated by red and white oak and sugar maple. These
forested areas have a rich mesophytic herbaceous flora.
Management priorities include restoration of the prairie
and savanna communities.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Will County
Dedicated: January 1989

Size: 76.8 acres with an additional 125.3 acres of buffer
Topo Map: Frankfort and Steger 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Will County, 22606 S. Cherry Hill Road, Joliet,
IL 60433 (815/727-8700)
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Reed-Turner Woodland Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From jct. Hwy. 53 and Old McHenry Road in Long
Grove, take Old McHenry Road northwest 1.6 miles.
The nature preserve is on the southwest side of Old
McHenry Road.

Description:

Reed-Turner Woodland is located along a deeply in-
cised branch of Indian Creek. The preserve is a remnant
of a presettlement prairie grove which once occurred
along Indian and Killdeer Creeks, from the current
village of Long Grove to Deer Grove Forest Preserve in
Cook County. All that remains today are small portions
of floodplain and upland forest, and sparse remnants of
savanna and prairie vegetation. Oaks and hickories
dominate the upland areas while the floodplain contains
black willow, green ash and black walnut. American
elms were common along the stream, but they have been
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eliminated by Dutch elm disease. The site contains an
interesting wet meadow which is dominated by sedges,
rushes and a few wetland forbs such as meadow rue,
marsh aster, and curly dock. Over 116 species of birds
have been observed in the preserve including resident
populations of waterfowl and herons. Many common
woodland mammals also live in the area.

Ownership: Long Grove Park District and Barbara R.
Turner

Dedicated: December 1980
Size: 33 acres nature preserve, 3 acres buffer
Topo Map: Lake Zurich 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Long Grove Park Dis-
trict, Long Grove, IL 60047; Barbara Tumer, Box 3853,
RFD, Long Grove, IL 60047 (708/438-7230)
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Romeoville Prairie Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Romeoville at jct. Hwy. 53 and Romeoville Road,
take Romeoville Road east 0.3 mile. The nature
preserve is north of the road.

Special Note: Access to this preserve is by permission
only. Nearby, Isle ala Cache Museum, run by the Forest
Preserve District of Will County, emphasizes the
French, Indian and natural history of the Des Plaines
River Valley.

Description:

Romeoville Prairie contains wet to mesic dolomite
prairie, marsh, sedge meadow, springs, fens and
floodplain forest on shallow soil over limestone
bedrock. These communities are located in the
Morainal Section of the Northeastern Morainal Natural
Division. The preserve is located in an area that
provided an outlet for Glacial Lake Chicago at the end
of the last glacial period. The large volumes of water
eroded away the glacial deposits and carved bluffs up to
50 feet high. The eight different plant communities
occurring at Romeoville Prairie support a wide variety
of plant species. The characteristic vegetation within
dolomite prairies vary with soil depth and moisture

Will County

content. The wet dolomite prairie generally has soils
less than 6 inches in depth and has standing water over
it until mid or late summer. Tufted hair grass, blue-joint
grass and prairie cordgrass are dominant species. The
mesic dolomite prairie has very shallow soils of 3-6
inches in depth and the wet-mesic dolomite prairie has
soils ranging from 6-10 inches in depth. Big bluestem,
little bluestem and Indian grass dominate. Two other
unusual communities here are the graminoid fen and
sedge meadow. The fen is a raised island of peat due to
an upwelling of ground water. The sedge meadow is
characterized by peaty soils with water at or above the
soil surface most of the year. This relatively large,
diverse area provides habitat for herons, egrets and
many other species of wetland dependent wildlife.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Will County
Dedicated: July 1984

Size: 108.4 acres with an additional 15.1 acres of buffer
Topo Map: Romeoville 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Will County, 22606 S. Cherry Hill Road, Joliet,
IL 60433 (815/727-8700)
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Edward L. Ryerson Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Riverwoods at jct. Hwy 21. (45) & Deerfield
Road, take Deerfield Road east 2 mi. to Riverwoods
Road, then north and northwest 1.8 mi. to Edward L.
Ryerson Conservation Area. The nature preserve is in
the conservation area.

Description

Edward L. Ryerson preserve contains four distinct
forest communities that are representative of the
Morainal Section of the Northeastern Morainal Natural
Division. The wet floodplain forest is located along the
Des Plaines River. Silver maple and bur oak are char-
acteristic species. The mesic sugar maple forest is on
the better-drained terrace soil. The drier uplands are
dominated by oaks and hickories with younger sugar
maples common in the understory. Finally, a wet flat-
wood is located on a poorly drained upland area. Many

Lake County

showy marsh and meadow plant species occur here:
gentian, great blue lobelia, and cardinal flower. The
area also provides valuable wetland habitat for several
species of bird, waterfowl, and other wildlife.

Ownership: Lake County Forest Preserve District
Dedicated: April 1972

Size: 278.9 acres

Topo Map: Wheeling 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Lake County Forest
Preserve District, 2000 North Milwaukee Avenue,
Libertyville, IL 60048; Site Superintendent, Ryerson
Conservation Area, Deerfield, IL 60015 (708/948-
7750)
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Sagawau Canyon Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Palos Park at jct. Hwys. 7 & 83 (Calumet Sag
Road), take Calumet Sag Road west 6 mile to entrance
to Camp Sagawau, then north and east to Camp
Sagawau. The nature preserve is to the southeast of the
entrance road.

Special Note: Access to this preserve is by prior per-
mission only.

Description:

Sagawau Canyon is located in the Des Plaines River
Valley. The preserve has high quality dolomite canyon,
cliff and ravine forests of the Morainal Section of the
Northeastern Morainal Natural Division. The cliff com-
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Cook County

munity supports some of the most unusual and uncom-
mon plants found in northeastern Illinois, including the
bulblet fern, purple cliff brake, walking fern, hairy rock
cress and ninebark.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Dedicated: June 1984

Size: 12 acres

Topo Map: Sag Bridge 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict Of Cook County, c/o Conservation Department,
536 North Harlem Ave., River Forest, IL 60305
(708/771-1330)
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Salt Creek Woods Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Western Springs at jct. Hwy. 34 (Ogden Avenue)
& Wolf Road, take Wolf Road north 0.3 mi. The nature
preserve is east of Wolf Road and south of 31st Street.

Special Note: Trails and parking are available at this
preserve.

Description:

Prior to settlement, Salt Creek Woods Nature Preserve
was composed primarily of upland oak-dominated
woodland, floodplain woods along Salt Creek, and some
prairie. Although nearly all of the prairie that formerly
occurred on this site has been lost, important elements
of the prairie survive at Wolf Road Prairie Nature
Preserve, located nearby at the northwest corner of the
intersection of 31st Street and Wolf Road. The wood-
lands that remain at Salt Creek Woods are distributed
along a moisture gradient from dryer sites along the
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upper slopes of the gently rolling Tinley ground moraine
to more moist sites located along Salt Creek. Along the
dryer slopes, bur and white oak, and hickory
predominate. In the alluvial deposits along Salt Creek
and near the small glacial ponds that dot the preserve,
elm, cottonwood, and silver maple commonly occur.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Dedicated: January 1965 as the 8th Illinois Nature
Preserve

Size: 245 acres
Topo Map: Hinsdale 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, % Conservation Department, 536
North Harlem Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305
(708/771-1330)
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Sand Ridge Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From South Holland at jct. I-94 (Calumet Expressway)
& Hwy. 6 (159th Street), take 159th Street east 1 mile.
to Hwy. 83 (Torrence Avenue), then turn and go north
1 mile to 154th Street (Pulaski Road), then turn and go
east 0.4 mile. The nature preserve is south of 154th
Street.

Special Note: Access to this preserve is by prior per-
mission only.

Description:

Sand Ridge Prairie is a fine example of sand dune and
swale topography that formerly occurred along the
shores of glacial Lake Chicago. The dunes and swales
were created as new beaches were formed as water
levels of lake Chicago gradually receded. The low
sandy ridges support sand prairies and scattered black
oak savannas that are dominated by little blue stem,
porcupine grass and June grass. Blue joint and cord
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grass dominate the wet prairie, sedge meadow and
marsh communities that occur in the swales. The dune
and swale topography provides a variety of ecological
niches that support a rich variety of plants. Several
species that are well adapted for the sand include
tubercled orchid, grass pink orchid, black chokeberry,
huckleberry, low-bush blueberry and yellow-eyed
grass.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Dedicated: January 1965 as the Sth Illinois Nature
Preserve

Size: 70 acres

Topo Map: Calumet City 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, Conservation Department, 536
North Harlem Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305
(708/771-1330)
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Sand Rldge Savanna Nature Preserve Will County

Location and Access:

From Braidwood at jct. Hwys. 53 and 113, take Hwy.
113 east 2.7 miles. The nature preserve is to the south.

Special Note: There is no public access at this time.

Description:

" Sand Ridge Savanna is a diverse, high quality sand
prairie, wetland and savanna complex characteristic of
the Kankakee Sand Area Section of the Grand Prairie
Natural Division. The site features grade B sand prairie
with alarge population of the tubercled orchid and grade
B shrub prairie, a rare coastal plain community, with
shore St. John’s wort and narrow-leaved sundew. In
contrast to the typical sand savanna, which is dry and
dominated by black oak, Sand Ridge Savanna is
primarily mesic and is dominated by white oak. The

sand savanna was selectively logged and grazed, but is
being restored by the removal of exotic woody species
and by prescribed buming. Former wetlands that were
farmed are being restored by re-establishing the site’s
natural hydrology. Sand Ridge Savanna also contains a
rich fauna of prairie and savanna butterflies.

Ownership: Will County Forest Preserve District
Dedicated: September 1993

Size: 151.5 acres nature preserve and 75.8 acres buffer
Topo Map: Wilmington and Essex 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Will County, 22606 S. Cherry Hill Road, Joliet,
IL 60433 (815/727-8700)
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CARL & CLAIRE MARIE SANDS -
MAIN STREET PRAIRIE
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Carl & Claire Marie Sands/Main Street Prairie Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

The preserve is located on the eastern border of the
village of Cary on the north side of E. Main St. From
the jct. of Rt. 14 and Main St., head east on E. Main St.
for 1 mile. Parking is provided on east end of the
preserve behind a farm house.

Description:

The Main Street Prairie is 80 acres of high quality gravel
hill prairie and restored mesic prairie. Gravel hill
prairies, once common in the gravelly soils of the
Morainal Section of the Northeastern Morainal Natural
Division are now rare and the remaining remnants are
small. This preserve offers the visitor an opportunity to
view a fine example of this community type with many
uncommon plants characteristic of dry gravel hill
prairies. Prairie buttercup and Hill’s thistle are found
here. Masses of shooting stars and bird-foot violets
cover the gravel hills in spring. Button and cylindric
blazingstars, prairie cinquefoil and prairie dropseed
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McHenry County

dominate in summer, with sky-blue, flax-leaved,
aromatic and stiff asters, prairie gentian and showy
goldenrods closing the fall blooming season.

Covering sixty acres of open grassland, the restored
prairie provides habitat for grassland birds. Vesper,
savanna and grasshopper sparrows as well as sedge
wren nest here. A small savanna remnant on the edge
of the restoration provides habitat for nesting bluebirds.

Ownership: Cary Park District and Carl and Claire
Marie Sands

Dedicated: June 1991
Size: 114.8 acres
Topo Map: Barrington 7.5

For Further Information Contact: The Cary Park Dis-
trict, 255 Briargate Rd., Cary, IL 60013 (708/639-
6100).
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Shoe Factory Road Prairie Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Hoffman Estates, take Hwy. 72 (Higgins Road
West to Shoe Factory Road (just west of Barrington
Road), then turn left on Shoe Factory Road and go 2.6
miles. The nature preserve is on a hilltop on the south
side of Shoe Factory Road.

Special Note: Access to this preserve is by prior per-
mission only.

Description:

Shoe Factory Road Prairie is a dry to dry mesic gravel
prairie perched on the crest and slopes of a glacial
deposit or kame of sand and gravel. The well-drained
glacial deposits and the orientation and exposure of the
slopes to the mid-day sun and wind combine to create a
hot, dry habitat for prairie plants. Plants found at Shoe
Factory Road Prairie that are especially well adapted for
this harsh environment include little bluestem, sideoats
gramma, northern dropseed and porcupine grass. Over
100 prairie species have been identified at this site,
including the prairie bushclover and woolly milkweed.

el L

Cook County

On the more protected east-facing slope, a woodland
community dominated by bur oak exists. This preserve
is responding well to management efforts (e.g.,
prescribed bums, brush cutting) and is a cornerstone of
an adjacent 600 acre prairie and oak savanna restoration
effort sponsored jointly by the Forest Preserve District
of Cook County and The Nature Conservancy.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Dedicated: January 1965 as the 10th Illinois Nature
Preserve

Size: 9 acres
Topo Map: Streamwood 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, Conservation Department, 536
North Harlem Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305
(708/771-1330) or Naturalist, Crabtree Farm Nature
Center, Palatine Road, Barrington, IL 60010 (708/381-
6592)
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Skokie River Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Lake Forest at the jct. of Deerpath and Greenbay
Roads (stoplight at this jct.), head north on Greenbay
Rd. for 0.75 mile, then go west on Laurel Ave. (a small
residential street). Parking for the preserve is at the end
of Laurel Ave.

Special Note: Wood chip and grass trails provide access
to the preserve.

Description:

Skokie River Nature Preserve is comprised of wetlands,
mesic and wet-mesic prairies and woodlands situated
along both sides of the Skokie River. These plant com-
munities are remnants of the large expanse of prairies
and marsh that once occupied the valley between the
Highland Park Moraine and the Blodgett moraine,
which extended the length of the Skokie River. The
most outstanding feature of the preserve is a 15 acre
segment of very high quality mesic prairie. Since the
early 1900’s the area has been known locally as Shaw’s
Woods and Prairie when Mr. Shaw owned this land.
The pristine portion of the preserve was never plowed
and only lightly grazed. Because Mr. Shaw thought this
area was aesthetically pleasing, he set this portion aside
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for preservation. Today it remains relatively the same
pristine prairie that Mr. Shaw admired. In June, July
and August, the Skokie River Nature Preserve offers
visitors an excellent opportunity to see a glimpse of what
the prairie looked like when it covered much of the
Illinois landscape. In late summer and early fall, the
giant prairie forbs and grasses arch over the footpaths
revealing the richness of the prairie. Compass plant,
leadplant, prairie phlox, hoary puccoon and Indian plan-
tain are some of the many plants found in the preserve.
The land along the river is being developed for educa-

tional and recreational use by local schools and is
managed by the Lake Forest Open Lands Association.

Ownership: The Nature Conservancy, Lake Forest
Open Lands Association
Dedicated: December 1992

+Size: 100 acres nature preserve and 10 acres buffer
Topo Map: Waukegan 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Lake Forest Open
Lands Association, Educational Director, 560 N. Oak-
wood, Suite 103, Lake Forest, IL 60045 (708/234-3880)
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Somme Prairie Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Northbrook at jct. Hwys. 43 (Waukegan Road) &
68 (Dundee Road), take Dundee Road west 0.5 mi. The
nature preserve is north of Dundee Road.

Special Note: Access to this preserve is by prior per-
mission only.

Description:

The 70-acre Somme Prairie Nature Preserve has
responded well to the cooperative efforts of the Forest
Preserve District of Cook County, The Nature Conser-
vancy, and the North Branch Prairie Project to restore
the prairie. In 1977, when stewardship activities were
initiated, the prairie survived principally as scattered,
small openings. Fire suppression, mowing, grazing,
and farming on the drier sites had decreased the vigor
and extent of the presettlement prairie. Now, after years
of stewardship at this site and the adjacent Somme

AN 2R \

Cook County

Woods Forest Preserve, the marsh, wet prairie, mesic
prairie, and oak savannas are recovering. A rich as-
semblage of prairie plants have survived on the site,
including such conservative species as leadplant, cream
false indigo, prairie brome, prairie gentian, hoary puc-
coon, and prairie phlox.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Dedicated: June 1984

Size: 70 acres

Topo Map: Highland Park 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, % Conservation Department, 536
North Harlem Ave., River Forest, IL 60305 (708/771-
1330)
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Spring Bluff Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

In Winthrop Harbor, at the jct of Sheridan Ave. (Rt. 173)
and Main St. (approx. 0.75 mile south of the Wisc. St.
line), head east on Main St. (7th St.) to the preserve
entrance on the north side of the road.

Special Note: The gate is locked to vehicle traffic. Park
in the marina parking lot in the northwestem corner of
the marina. Follow Main St. (7th St.) to the end and turn
left and follow road to the end and turnleft tothe parking
lot entrance. Enter the preserve on foot through an open
gate on the north end of the parking lot. After passing
through the gate, head west around a pond and then head
south which is the preserve border. No formal trails
exist, but an old subdivision road divides the preserve.

Description:

This area was subdivided and slated for development in
the late 1800s. A few scattered homes were constructed
and some industrial development occurred. But the
subdivision remained largely undeveloped and the in-
dustrial growth was short lived. By 1921, the last in-
dustry left the area. Upon close inspection, scattered
remnants of the cultural history of the preserve can still
be found. The Lake County Forest Preserve District
began purchasing land at Spring Bluff in 1963 and over
time, removed all of the buildings that remained on the
site. Restoration of the site began in 1982.
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Lake County

Spring Bluff is in the Lake Michigan Dunes Section of
the Northeastern Morainal Natural Division. It is a
complex of beach-ridges and dunes formed in the Lake
Michigan basin between 3000-4000 years ago when the
lake was about 20 feet above the present stage. This
ridge and swale topography has given rise to a diverstiy
of plant communities including sand prairie, sand savan-
na, marsh and graminoid fen which provide habitat for
many migratory and breeding wildlife. Records of
notable breeding species include Henslow’s sparrow,
king and Virginia rails, upland sandpiper, least and
American bitterns and common snipe. In addition, these
communities support a rich diversity of plant species
including royal fern, hoary and fringed puccoon, but-
terflyweed, white wild indigo, ragged fringed orchid,
prairie lily and button blazingstar.

Ownership: Lake County Forest Preserve District
Dedicated: October 1992

Size: 274 acres

Topo Map: Zion 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Lake County Forest
Preserve District, Natural Resource Manager, 2000 N.
Milwaukee Avenue, Libertyville, IL 60048 (708/680-
6301)






Spring Grove Fen Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From the intersection of Hwy. 12 and Richardson Road
in Spring Grove take Hwy. 12 east 1 mile to Johnsburg
(Wilmot) Road. Turn north on Johnsburg Road. Imme-
diately after crossing the railroad tracks, turn west on a
road (Linden Road). Drive for about 0.25 mile until the
road ends. The preserve is to the west about 0.25 mile
further.

Special Note: This preserve is closed to the public due
to the fragile nature of the soils and vegetation.

Description:

Spring Grove Fen exhibits an interesting series of
former streambanks or "benches" along Nippersink
Creek that illustrate how the stream has receded since
the last glaciation. These "benches" also demarcate the
prairie-like fen communities found along the higher
"benches" from the sedge meadow communities that
occur primarily in more moist sites located between the
lower "benches" and the present course of Nippersink
Creek. Both natural communities were formed and
persist because of the presence of calcareous ground
water that seeps from the alkaline sand and gravel
deposits laid down by glacial meltwaters. This
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groundwater retards decomposition and leads to an
alkaline peaty substrate that supports fen and calcareous
sedge meadow communities. In several places the
seepage unites to form spring runs. The prairie-like (or
graminoid) fens contain plants adapted for alkaline con-
ditions, such as cotton grass, dwarf birch, northem
fringed orchid and grass-of-pamassus. A matrix of
more traditional prairie species such as big and little
bluestem, blackeyed susan and yellow star grass are also
found in this community. Species adapted for the more
moist sedge meadow communities recorded from this
site include water parsnip, bog bedstraw and a variety
of sedges.

Ownership: McHenry County Conservation District
Dedicated: September 1988

Size: 33.4 acres

Topo Map: Fox Lake 7.5

For Further Information Contact: McHenry County
Conservation District, 6512 Harts Road, Ringwood, IL
60072 (815/678-4431)
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Spring Lake Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Barrington, take County line Road west 3.4 mi.
The nature preserve is south of the road.

Special Note: Access to this preserve is by prior per-
mission only.

Description:

Spring Lake Nature Preserve is a 560 acre mosaic of
woodlands, prairie, marsh, fen, old field plant com-
munities and two glacial lakes. The distribution of the
plant communities are dictated by the rolling glacial
topography characteristic of the Northeastern Morainal
Natural Division. Most of the area surrounding the
lakes is a peat-filled depression that supports a variety
of aquatic vegetation and wetland wildlife. Although
stands of cattails dominate most of the depression; small
fens, sedge meadows, and mesic prairie communities
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Cook County

occur throughout and contribute much to the species
richness of the preserve. Open-grown bur oaks occur
along the slopes of the moraines that lie on three sides
of the preserve. The glacial lakes are fed and drained
by Spring Creek, a tributary of the Fox River.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Dedicated: January 1965 as the 11th Illinois Nature
Preserve
Size: 560 acres

Topo Map: Barrington 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, % Conservation Department, 536
North Harlem Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305
(708/771-1330)
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Thorn Creek Woods Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Park Forest at jct. Western Avenue and Monee
Road, take Monee Road southwest 1.5 miles. The na-
ture preserve is southeast of Monee Road.

Special Note: A nature center is located on the west
edge of the woods off Monee Road. A double loop trail
has been developed and an interpretive brochure is
available for the short loop.

Description:

Thom Creek Woods is a 500 acre preserve with ex-
amples of upland, bottomland and ravine forests, glacial
potholes, prairie and the aquatic environment of Thorn
Creek. The original land survey, completed in 1834,
indicates that the boundaries of the woods were very
similar to what they are today, except for the southemn
edge of the woods which was probably an open oak
savanna. Today, the forests on the slopes of the ravines
are dominated by red oak. White oak is associated with
red oak on the upper ravine slopes. Swamp white oaks
dominate scattered poorly drained depressions in the
uplands. Sugar maple, black maple and basswood are
common on the lower slopes and ravine bottoms. The
mesic sites support a rich and diverse herbaceous flora
including many spring wildflowers common to the
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Chicago region such as yellow trout-lily, columbine,
jack-in-the-pulpit and a variety of asters. A small area
of wet and mesic prairie is located on the western edge
of the woods. Prairie cordgrass dominates the low wet
areas while little bluestem is more typical of drier areas.
Common forbs of the prairie include wild hyacinth,
Turk’s-cap-lily, Culver’s root, swamp saxifrage,
swamp thistle, sand violet and sunflowers. Blue spotted
and spotted salamanders breed in wetland depressions.

Ownership: Illinois Department of Natural Resources,
Will County Forest Preserve District, Village of Park
Forest and Village of University Park

Dedicated: June 1978

Size: 471 acres nature preserve, 90.6 buffer

Topo Map: Harvey 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Thomn Creek Nature
Center, 247 Monee Rd., Park Forest, IL 60466
(708/747-6320) or Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, Natural Heritage Biologist, 100 First Na-
tional Bank Plaza, Suite 10, Chicago Heights, IL 60411
(708/709-3300)
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Thornton-Lansing Road Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Glenwood at jct. Glenwood Lansing Road &
Cottage Grove Avenue, take Cottage Grove Avenue
north 1 mile to 183rd Street. The nature preserve is
within the forest preserve and is north of 183rd Street,
south of Thornton-Lansing Road, and west of I-94.

Special Note: Trails have been developed at this
preserve but there is no nearby parking area.

Description:

Thorton-Lansing Road Nature Preserve and adjacent
Jurgenson Woods Nature Preserve represent some of
the last remnants of the natural vegetation of the
southern part of the Chicago Lake Plain. Sandy depres-
sions in this preserve support a marsh and bog-like
community not found in nearby Jurgenson Woods Na-
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ture Preserve. The most common woodland community
at this preserve is the sandy flatwoods dominated by pin
oak. Like Jurgenson Woods, a number of interesting
and unique species well adapted for these sandy, poorly
drained soils still persist.

Ownership: Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Dedicated: January 1965 as the 12th Illinois Nature
Preserve
Size: 440 acres

Topo Map: Calumet City 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Forest Preserve Dis-
trict of Cook County, ¢/o Conservation Department, 536
North Harlem Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305
(708/771-1330)
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Trout Park Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Elgin at jct. I-90 (Northwest Tollway) & Hwy. 25
(Dundee Avenue), take Dundee Avenue south 1 block
to Trout Park Boulevard, then west 1 block to Trout
Park. The nature preserve is in the park.

Description:

Trout Park represents unique aspects of the glacial fea-
tures of the Fox River valley in northeastern Illinois.
The undisturbed woodlands extend from dry bluff tops
to moist depressions located lower on the slopes. The
bluff tops support bur oak and white oak, while red oak,
basswood, white ash and witch hazel occur on the
slopes. Near the base of the slopes, the woods are
dominated by sugarmaple, blue ash, chinquapin oak and
rock elm. The steep bluffs are bisected by two ravines
formed by converging springs and seeps. The diverse
topography, coupled with the calcareous nature of the
water, combine to provide habitat for a rich and unique
assemblage of plants and animals. Dr. Henry C.
Cowles, President of the Wild Flower Preservation
Society of America, wrote in 1923: "The wonderful
group of arbor vitae in Trout Park. . . is one of the most
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notable plant colonies in Illinois. I have long known of
the place and love it for its beautiful springs and
evergreens. There is no place like it in the whole state."
Dr. Cowles was, of course, referring to the arbor vitae
that occur along the springs and seeps and in shallow
depressions at the base of the slopes. These cool, cal-
careous and moist sites also support a rich variety of
plants and animals. Notable plants include marsh
marigold, bulbous cress, American black currant, but-
ternut, swamp saxifrage and great Angelica. In addi-
tion, the cold and clear streams of Trout Park support a
rich variety of aquatic life including seven species of
caddis flies found nowhere else in the entire state.

Ownership: City of Elgin
Dedicated: December 1972
Size: 26 acres in two parcels
Topo Map: Elgin 7.5

For Further Information Contact: City of Elgin, 150
Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120 (708/695-6500)
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Tucker-Millington Fen Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

The fen is located just east of Millington, approximately
0.25 mile south of Fox River Road along the east edge
of the Burlington Northern Railroad.

Special Note: Tucker-Millington Fen is a privately
owned nature preserve. Entrance is by permission only.

Description:

Tucker-Millington Fen includes a portion of Millington
fen natural area as well as a hillside seep, a small upland
woods, a section of an intermittent stream, and addition-
al wetland. The primary purpose of protection is to

Kendall County

preserve the fen community and a population of the rare
alder buckthorn.

Ownership: Keith and Norma Tucker
Dedicated: October 1992

Size: 4.5 acres

Topo Map: Newark 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Illinois Nature
Preserves Commission, 524 S. 2nd Street, Springfield,
IL 62701 (217/785-8686)
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Turner Lake Fen Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From the intersection of Richardson Road and Highway
12 in Spring Grove, take Highway 12 east 2.5 miles to
a county road (State Park Road). Take this road 1.75
mile north to the entrance to Chain O’Lakes State Park.
The road turns east at the entrance to the park. Follow
the park road east and then north for a little more than
0.5 mile to another park road. Tum north on this park
road and take it for 0.25 mile to the Turner Lake South
camping area. Park in the parking lot. The preserve is
west and south of Turner Lake.

Description:

Tumer Lake Fen s situated along the Fox Lake Moraine
representing the western termination of the Valparaiso
Morainal System. Calcareous springs and marl deposits
are associated with these glacial features creating highly
alkaline areas in low peat filled depressions. Com-
munities present are calcareous floating mat, graminoid
fen, pond, sedge meadow and mesic savanna. Pitcher
plant and beaked spikerush are found in the essentially
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undisturbed calcareous floating mat communitiy. The
graminoid fen is dominated by sterile sedge, big blues-
tem and wild marsh timothy with pitcher plant, dwarf
birsh, hoary willow and several different rushes also
present. Sandhill cranes and other wetland dependent
birds nest here. This area is known to be an outstanding
example of wetlands associated with the glacial lakes
and ponds of northeastern Illinois.

Ownership: Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Dedicated: September 1988

Size: 95 acres

Topo Map: Fox Lake 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Biologist, 110
James Rd., Spring Grove, IL 60081 (815/675-2385), or
Site Superintendent, Chain O’Lakes State Park, 39947
N. State Park Rd., Spring Grove, IL 60081 (708/587-
5512)
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Volo Bog Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Volo at jct. Hwys. 12 (59) & 120, take Hwy. 12
north 1.2 miles to Sullivan Lake Road, then turn and go
west 1.4 miles to Brandenburg Road, then turn and go
north and east 0.3 mile to the entrance and parking area
of Volo Bog State Natural Area.

Special Note: Facilities at Volo Bog include an inter-
pretive center and 0.5 mile and 5 mile trails with
boardwalks in the wet areas. A trail guide and wildlife
checklist are available. Numerous interpretive
programs are available for individuals and groups. Op-
portunities to do management and nature interpretation
are available through the Friends of Volo Bog.

Description:

This preserve, designated a National Natural Landmark
in 1974, is located within Volo Bog State Natural Area.
Volo Bog is the only site in the Illinois Nature Preserve
system which contains all the stages of classic bog
succession. Located in the Valparaiso Moraine of the
Northeastern Morainal Natural Division, the landscape
of the area was shaped 12,000 years ago during the
Woodfordian Stage of the Wisconsinan Glaciation. As
the massive glaciers melted, numerous depressions
were left behind. These eventually developed into
lakes. Volo Bog was one of these lakes until it began
filling with vegetation about 6,000 years ago. As the
thick vegetation died and decomposed, a peat mat
formed. The combination of sphagnum moss and stag-
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nant water resulted in acidic conditions within the bog
community. Wetland communities include graminoid
bog, low shrub bog, forested bog, tall shrub bog and
pond. Upland communities include dry-mesic forest
and mesic savanna. This great diversity of habitats has
benefited many plants. Notable plant species found in
the graminoid bog are marsh shieldfern, bottlebrush
sedge and sensitive fern. Tamarack, starflower, water
arum and highbush blueberry can be seen in the forested
bog, while winterberry holly, poison sumac, red-osier
dogwood and marsh cinquefoil occur in the tall shrub
bog. Animals in the area include little brown bat,
muskrat, beaver, veery and sandhill crane. During the
winter, Volo Bog is a good site to look for northermn owls
and finches.

Ownership: Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Dedicated: June 17, 1970 as the 25th I11. Nat. Preserve
Size: 161 acres with an additional 25 acres of buffer
Topo Map: Wauconda 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Site Superintendent,
Volo Bog State Natural Area, 28478 W. Brandenburg
Road, Ingleside, IL 60041 (815/344-1294) or Illinois
Department of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage
Biologist, 110 James Road, Spring Grove, IL 60081
(815/675-2385) ’




Wadsworth Prairie
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Wadsworth Prairie Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From jct. Hwy. 41 & Wadsworth Road at Wadsworth,
take Wadsworth Road east 0.4 mile to east side of Des
Plaines River. The nature preserve is 0.3 mile north.

Special Note: There is no developed access to this
preserve, so please contact the Lake County Forest
Preserve District before entering the site.

Description:

Wadsworth Prairie is in a glacial valley that formed
during the Wisconsinan stage of the Pleistocene glacia-
tion. Most of the land in the Des Plaines River valley is
generally low and wet, providing perfect conditions for
marsh and wet-mesic prairie communities. Wadsworth
Prairie has been protected since 1981 and in spite of
some disturbance, the general quality of the prairie is

Lake County

good. The dominant grasses are big bluestem in the
mesic sites and cord grass in the wetter sites. Showy
prairie forbs include smooth blue aster, tick trefoil and
prairie dock. Other unusual wildlife species present
include Henslow‘s sparrow, Virginia rail, American
bittern, long-billed marsh wren and red fox.

Ownership: Lake County Forest Preserve District
Dedicated: July 1981

Size: 176 acres nature preserve, 91 acres buffer
Topo Map: Wadsworth 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Lake County Forest
Preserve District, 2000 North Milwaukee Avenue,
Libertyville, IL 60048 (708/367-6640)
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Wauconda Bog Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Wauconda at jct. Hwy. 176 & Rand Road, take
Rand Road southeast 0.5 mile. The nature preserve is
east of Rand Road.

Special Note: There is no developed access to this
preserve so please contact the Lake County Forest
Preserve District before entering the site. Visitors
should be aware of the poison sumac, and of the wet,
unstable nature of the soil. Walking through the
preserve can be difficult and can cause damage to
natural conditions.

Description:

Wauconda Bog contains tamarack bog and marsh com-
munities characteristic of the Morainal Section of the
Northeastern Morainal Natural Division. It is a mature
bog that contains no open water. It serves as a refuge
for over 100 different plants, including rare and relict
species such as tamarack, orchids, yellow birch, winter-
berry holly and poison sumac. On areas where drier
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peat occurs, tamarack forest with sphagnum tussocks
are found. Wetter areas support a rich marsh com-
munity dominated by cattail or common reed. The
preserve has long attracted birdwatchers and educators,
but the bog is especially valuable to botanists because it
is a source of relict pollen, preserved in layers of peat,
which provides information on plant migration after the
retreat of the glaciers. These unique features resulted in
the bog’s designation as a National Natural Landmark
in 1974.

Ownership: Lake County Forest Preserve District
Dedicated: June 1970

Size: 67 acres

Topo Map: Wauconda 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Lake County Forest
Preserve District, 2000 North Milwaukee Avenue,
Libertyville, IL 60048 (708/367-6640)
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Weingart Road Sedge Meadow Nature Preserve McHenry County

Location and Access:

From McHenry at jct. Hwys. 31 & 120, take Hwy 120
east 1.5 miles to Chapel Hill Road, then turn and go
north 2.1 miles to Bay Road, then turn and go east 0.4
mile, then take north fork in road to WeingartRoad, then
turn and go north 0.4 mile to Rolling Lane road, then
turn and go east 0.5 mile to Pitzen Road, then north 0.35
mile. The nature preserve is to the west.

Special Note: This preserve is closed to the public.

Description:

Weingart Road Sedge Meadow islocated ona peninsula
extending into the southwestern comer of Pistakee
Lake, one of the Chain O’ Lakes through which the Fox
River flows. Weingart Road Sedge Meadow is
dominated to a large extent by a high-quality sedge
meadow community. Dominant plants of this com-

munity include tussock sedge, blue joint grass and
marsh shield fem. Other common associates include
water knotweed, tall swamp marigold, bog bedstraw and
spotted Joe Pye weed. A few acres of high quality
marsh also occur with associates of this community
including common bur reed, common cattail and sweet
flag.

Ownership: McHenry County Conservation District
Dedicated: April 1985

Size: 44.6 acres

Topo Map: Fox Lake 7.5

For Further Information Contact: McHenry County
Conservation District, 6512 Harts Road, Ringwood, IL
60072 (815/678-4431)
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Wilmington Shrub Prairie Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

From Braidwood, take Highway 113 east 3 miles to a
county road. Tum north on the road and go 1.5 miles.
The preserve is on the west side of the road. Access to
the preserve is by walking back a half mile on a lane.

Description:

This site is one of the few remaining examples of shrub
prairie in Illinois. The shrub prairie community con-
tains hardhack, bristly blackberry, big bluestem, run-
ning pine and other herbaceous prairie plants. Other
community types are mesic sand prairie, wet-mesic
prairie, dry-mesic sand savanna, sedge meadow and
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marsh. Management activities at this site include
prescribed burning and brush removal.

Ownership: Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Dedicated: August 1989

Size: 146 acres

Topo Map: Wilmington 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Biologist, 100
First National Bank Plaza, Suite 205, Chicago Heights,
IL 60411 (708/754-0945)
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Wolf Road Prairie Nature Preserve

Location and Access:

Take the US 34 (Ogden Ave.) exit off 1-294 (Tri-state
Tollway) go 0.75 mile on Ogden Ave. to Wolf Rd. Take
Wolf Road north 1 mile to 31st St. in Westchester. The
preserve is north of 31st St. and west of Wolf Road.

Description:

WolfRoad Prairie is an excellent example of the original
tallgrass prairie of Illinois and is the largest prairie of its
type remaining in the Chicago area. The prairie is
dominated by big bluestem, little bluestem, prairie drop-
seed and Indian grass. Among its common forbs are
smooth blue aster, sky blue aster, black-eyed Susan,
nodding onion, prairie phlox, obedient plant and rattle-
snake master. Uncommon prairie forbs include Indian
paintbrush, bottle gentian, prairie gentian and Indian
plantain. A marsh dominated by bulrush and cattail and
a small savanna remnant also occur here. The savanna
is dominated by bur oak with wild hyacinth, ground nut
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and meadow rue beneath the trees. Western chorus frog,
fox snake, woodchuck, common snipe and swamp spar-
row are some of the animals which occur at this
preserve.

Ownership: Illinois Department of Natural Resources
and Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Dedicated: September 1988
Size: 44 acres
Topo Map: Hinsdale 7.5

For Further Information Contact: Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Biologist, Silver
Springs State Park, 13608 Fox Road, Yorkville, IL
60560 (708/553-1372) or Forest Preserve District of
Cook County, c/o Conservation Department, 536 North
Harlem Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 (708/771-
1330)
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES - DIVISION OF NATURAL HERITAGE
District Heritage Biologists

e District 1
Dearborn Hall
205 E. Seminary St.
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053
(815) 244-3655

District 2

Castle Rock State Park
1365 W. Castle Rd.
Oregon, IL 61061

(815) 7326185

District 3

215 N. 5th, Ste. D
Pekin, IL 61554

(309) 347-5119

District 4

110 James Road

Spring Grove, IL 60081
(815) 675-2385

District 5

Silver Springs State Park
13608 Fox Road
Yorkville, IL 60560
(708) 553-1372

District 6

100 First National Bank Plaza
Suite 10

Chicago Heights, IL 60411
(708) 709-3300

District 7

RR. 2, Box 108
Charleston, IL 61920
(217) 345-2420

District 8

P.O. Box 477

Pittsfield, IL 62363

(217) 285-2221

District 9

Sangchris Lake State Park
RR. #1

Rochester, IL 62563
(217) 498-8534

District 10

4521 Alton Commerce Pkwy.
Alton, IL 62002

(618) 462-1181

O
MAIN OFFICE

524 S. Second St.
Springfield, IL 62701
(217)785-8774

Regional Office
Division of Natural Heritage Districts 1-3

2612 Locust Street
Sterling, IL 61081
(815) 625-2968
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o District 11

Prairie-chicken Sanctuary
RR. 3, Box 74

Newton, IL 62448

(618) 783-2685

District 12

Ferne Clyffe State Park
P.O. Box 67

Goreville, IL 62939
(618) 995-2568

e District 13

Dixon Springs State Park
RR.2

Golconda, IL 62938
(618) 949-3305
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(618) 435-8138

.

Prairie-chicken Sanctuaries
(Jasper and Marion Cos.)
11731 State Highway 37 R.R. 3, Box 74

Newton, IL 62448
(618) 783-2685






The Department of Natural Resources does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
sex, national origin, age, or handicap in admission to, or treatment or employment in pro-
grams or activities in compliance with the lllinois Human Rights Act, the Illinois Constitution,
the U.S. Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, as amended, and the U.S.
Constitution. The Equal Employment Opportunity Officer is responsible for compliance and
may be reached at 217-782-7616.

(Printed by Authority of the State of lllinois)
(X36519 - 6M - 8/95)
(TDD Phone number 217-782-9175)
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