
IllinoisBeachStatePark����

Afullrangeofrecreationalopportunitiescomplementtheexpan-
siveshorelineofIllinoisBeachStatePark.Interestedinjogging
andbicycling?Thetrailsarewaiting!Whetheryou’reanactiveout-
doorenthusiastorjustinterestedinaquietwalkalongsomeof
theMidwest’smostscenicbeaches,thisistheplaceforyou!

Stretchingleisurelyfor61/2milesalongthesandyshoreofLake
MichiganinnorthernIllinois,IllinoisBeachStateParkencom-
passestheonlyremainingbeachridgeshorelineleftinthestate.

IllinoisBeachisauniqueandcaptivatingnaturalresourceforall
toenjoy.Itwascreatedbythetitanicforcesofglacialadvance
andretreatandthesteadywindsthatbreathedacrossexpansive
LakeMichigan.Theparkhasdramaticridgesandswales,dunes,
sprawlingmarshes,forestsofoakandvastarraysofanimallife
andvegetation.

The4,160-acrepark,consistingoftwoseparateareas,offers
ampleopportunitiesforswimming,boating,picnicking,hiking,fish-
ing,campingandjustappreciatingnature.

Morethan650speciesofplantshavebeenrecordedinthedunes
areaalone,includingcolorfulwildflowers.Pricklypearcactusthrives
inlargecoloniesinthedryareas,andthewetprairiesarecarpeted
withawidevarietyofgrassesandsedges.Largeexpansesofmarsh
intheswalessupportdensestandsofcattail,bluejointgrass,prairie
cordgrass,reedgrass,bigbluestemandsedges.

Thesandyridgesarecrownedbyblackoaktreeswithanopen,sa-
vanna-likeappearance.Severalkindsoffragrantpines,introduced
hereacenturyago,alsoprosperinthesouthernarea.

JustnorthofthesepinesistheDeadRiver,whichisactuallya
streamthatisblockedbyasandbarmuchoftheyear,formingan
elongatedpond.Whenthewaterfinallyriseshighenough,it
breaksthroughthesandbaranddrainsthesurroundingmarshes.
Theabundanceofaquaticplantsandfishflourishinginthischang-
ingenvironmentbelieitsname.

History����

Longrecognizedforitscomplexgeologicalstructure,uniqueflora
andspectacularbeauty,theLakeMichigandunesareaoriginally
was,inthe1700s,partofthe“ThreeFires”oftheAlgonquinNation:
thePotawatomi,ChippewaandOttawa.Priortothentheareahad
beenoccupiedbytheMiami.

Inthelate1600s,Frenchexplorersfirstvisitedtheareaaspartof
theirsurveyofwhatwasthenknownastheNorthwestTerritory.By
thetimeIllinoisbecameastatein1818,theareawasfulloftran-
sienthuntersandtrappers.In1836,atreatywasmadewiththe
localNativeAmericans,whoweremovedwestward,andthearea
becamepartofLakeCounty.

ThenorthernunitoftheparkcontainsCampLogan,anarearichin
militaryhistory.ThisinstallationseveredasanArmybasictraining
centerthroughWorldWarsIandII(whenitprovidedidealconditions
forpracticingtankmaneuvers),and,inthelate1940s,wasturned
overtotheIllinoisNationalGuard.

Preservationeffortswereconsideredasearlyas1888,when
RobertDouglas,aWaukegannurseryman,andJensJensen,a
famouslandscapearchitect,discussedmakingitaregionalpark.
Withindustryadvancingfromthesouth,sandminingravagingthe
dunes,andpartsofthesurroundingcountrysidesuccumbingto
pastureandhomesteads,legislativeeffortstosavetheareafinally
beganinthe1920s.

In1948,thestatefinallyacquiredthefirstparcelsofwhatisnow
IllinoisBeachStatePark.In1950,theIllinoisDunesPreservation
Societywasestablishedtoprotectthenaturalqualitiesofthearea,
andthroughitseffortsandtheeffortsoftheDepartmentofNatu-
ralResourcestheareasouthofBeachRoadwasdedicatedin
1964asthefirstIllinoisnaturepreserve.Thenorthernunit,from
theCommonwealthEdisonpowerplanttotheWisconsinborder,
wasacquiredbetween1971and1982.

Picnicking����

ViewsofLakeMichiganmakethisparkarelaxingandenjoyable
placetopicnicwiththefamily.Boththenorthernandsouthernunits
oftheparkcontainamplepicnicgroundscompletewithtables.
Firewoodandcharcoalareavailableattheparkconcession,or
bringyourownalongwithyourgrill.

Camping����

Acampgroundinthesouthernunitprovides241ClassA-Premium
campsites,havingavailabilitytoshowers,electricityandvehicular
access.Approximately200sitesareavailableonafirstcomefirst
servebasis,withtheremainingsitesbeingreservable.Please
makeapointofknowingcampgroundrulesandregulations!.

Concessions����

Frommid-MaytoOctober,acampstoreandgiftshopisopennear
themainbeachparkinglotinthesouthernunit.

Swimming����

Duringthesummerseason,swimmingisamajorattractionalong
thesandyshorelines,andbothunitsprovideampleparkinganda
bathhousewithshowers.Therearenoon-dutylifeguardsso
pleasebecareful.Nooneshouldswimalone!

Fishing����

Fishingisallowedalongthebeachareainbothunits(exceptinthe
swimmingareasandnaturepreserves),plusthereareseveral
smallinlandfishingponds,includingSandPond,whererainbow
troutarestockedinthespringandfall.Nofishingisallowedinthe
naturepreserve.
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� While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to use the
park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance with the site
office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.

� At least one responsible adult must accompany each group of
15 minors.

� Pets must be kept on leashes at all times and cannot be in the nature
preserve or on the beach.

� Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities.We hope
you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories, leave only foot-
prints.

� For more information on state parks, write to the Department of Nat-
ural Resources, Clearinghouse, One Natural Resources Way, Spring-
field, IL 62702-1271 visit our website at www.dnr.state.il.us.

� For more information on tourism in Illinois, call the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau of Tourism at 1-
800-2CONNECT.

� Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of Natural
Resources’TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the Ameritech Relay
Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and
those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all individuals re-
gardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion or other nonmerit factors. If you believe you
have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office and/or the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271; (217)
785-0067; TTY (217) 782-9175.
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�

Cullerton, Sr., war hero, avid environmentalist and long-time friend
of conservation.

Cullerton, best known by the general public for his “Great Out-
doors” show, which aired for many years on WGN-AM Radio, has
spent nearly 50 years promoting fishing in the Midwest and sup-
porting a multitude of outdoor-related organizations and events.

North Point Marina � � � �

While in the area, be sure to visit North Point Marina, Illinois’ newest
and largest marina. Located on the north side of the Cullerton Com-
plex, this full-service marina has 1,500 slips, a boat service center
and food concession. For additional information about slip rental
write the Department of Natural Resources, North Point Marina, 701
North Point Drive, Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096 or call (847) 746-2845.

Exotic Species � � � �

Plants and animals not native to Illinois are exotic species. Most of
them are harmless to our state; however, some can be very invasive
to native plant communities and can overwhelm or wipe out native
species. Prevention and control of exotic, invasive species requires
tremendous cooperation between managers and all users of parks,
natural areas, and privately owned land. To learn more about exotic
and invasive species and how you can help prevent their spread, visit
the IDNR Exotic Species Website at: http://www.dnr.state.il.us/
lands/education/ExoticSpecies/exoticspintro.htm.
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Alcoholic beverages are prohibited at Illinois Beach
State Park, except at the State Park Lodge and Confer-
ence Center and portions of the campground.

Hiking � � � �

From guided nature hikes (when avaliable) to individual treks, Illinois
Beach provides excellent hiking opportunities.The southern part of
the park features 5 miles of trails, including a 2.2-mile loop trail
with a gravel surface. In the north, Camp Logan Trail is a 1.8-mile
multi-use loop that cross-country skiers also can use. Cross-
country skiing is not allowed in the nature preserve.

Visitor Center � � � �

The park’s Visitor Center is located in the southern unit’s nature
preserve area.The center contains park related exhibits, restrooms
and classroom space. Educational programming is available to
familiarize visitors with the natural, historical and recreational fea-
tures of the park. Park staff may limit the hours which the center
is open and the programs available, so please phone ahead to get
accurate information.

Recreational Trails Program � � � �

This trail brochure was made possible due to funding provided
by the Federal Highway Administration through the Recreational
Trails Program (RTP). Monies are funded through the Federal
Motor Fuel Tax and administered through the National Recre-
ational Trails Fund Act.Trail projects are supported by the federal
government, which provides up to 80% reimbursement of cost.
State funds provide the balance of the funding for the projects.
The trails program encourages trails management practices to
serve a wide variety of trail users.The program is administered in
Illinois by the Department of Natural Resources in cooperation
with the Illinois Department of Transportation.

Lodging � � � �

For comfortable accommodations, the Illinois Beach Resort and
Conference Center is the perfect place to get away for a weekend

or week-long vacation. The hotel features a restaurant, lounge,
video game room, Olympic-size indoor heated swimming pool, a
whirlpool and a full service health club.

Conference facilities include fully equipped private rooms for ban-
quets and meetings.

For the golfer, there are three public courses in the area. Just min-
utes from the Waukegan airport, resort transportation is available
upon request. Illinois Beach Resort and Conference Center is lo-
cated in Illinois Beach State Park. For information and reserva-
tions, please call (847) 625-7300.

Cullerton Complex � � � �

On May 9, 2000, the area encompassing Illinois Beach State Park
and North Point Marina was officially designated by Governor
George H. Ryan as the Cullerton Complex in honor of William J.
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