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GRAND ILLINOIS TRAIL WEBSITES
hetp//:www.openlands.org/git. Sponsored by Openlands Project,
this recently-developed website tells you everything you will want
to know about traveling the trail, including detailed route maps,
cue sheets that include each turn, and a variety of trips.

The Grand Illinois Trail
Executive Council:

The Grand Illinois Trail Executive Council
consists of representartives of organizations that

have taken a leadership role in the development

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL
RESOURCES

hetp//:www.bikelib.org. Click on Rides. This League of Illinois and promotion of the trail. These organizations
Bicyclists website features the GIT Users Guide, with cue sheets,
maps, and photos. It also includes the GITAP bike tour and links

to websites of those who have completed the route.

include: Bi-State Regional Planning
Commission, Great River Trail Council,
Forest Preserve District of Will County,

htep//:dnr.state.il.us.orep/planning/githtm. DNR offers assorted Illinois Association of Park Districts, Illinois

information about the trail’s development, the GIT Exec
Council, and the Trail Blazer Program.

Trails Conservancy, League of Illinois Bicyclists,

TRAM

Northeastern [llinois Planning Commission.
Northwest Hills Trail Commission, Openlands
GRANDILEINOIS TRATE GUIDFBOOK : Project, Rockford Park District and the [llinois
For a thorough and comprehensive guide to the trail, you

may purchase The Complete Grand [llinois “Trail Guidebook.

It contains destinations, touring tips, maps and routes, and
discussion of Illinois history along the trail. Contact the

IDNR Gift Shop at 800/720-3249 or visit them online at
http://www.dnr.state.il.us or contact the author, Todd Volker,
directly at http://www.grandillinoistrail.com or call 800/433-8968

Departments of: Agriculture, Commerce and
Economic Opportunity, Historic Preservation,
Natural Resources and Transportation.

Members of the council meet on a quarterly

basis and the meetings are open to the public.
BICYCLING AND ROAD MAPS

Map Sales, Illinois Department of Transportation 2300 S.
Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, IL 62764. 217/782-0834.
heep://www.dot.state.il.us/maps.heml.

A meeting schedule may be obrained by
contacting IDNR at 217/782-3715 or
greenway@dnrmail.state.il.us.

OPEN SPACE AND GREENWAYS
Openlands Project, 25 East Washington St., Suite 1650, Chicago,
IL 60602, 312/427-4256, http:/lwww.openlands.org.

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources
receives federal financial assistance and therefore
must comply with federal anti-discrimination
laws. In compliance with the Illinois Human
Rights Act, Illinois Constitution, Tide VI of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and the
U. S. Constitution, the Illinois Department of

ILLINOIS BICYCLING
League of Illinois Bicyclists, 2550 Cheshire Drive, Aurora, IL
60504, 630/978-0583, htip://www.bikelib.org.

CHICAGO AREA BICYCLING
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation, 650 S. Clark St., #300,
Chicago, IL 60605, 312/427-3325, http://www.biketraffic.org Narural Resources does not discriminate on the

basis of sex, color, race, religion, national origin,

City of Chicago Bike Program, 30 N. LaSalle; St., Suite 400,
Chicago, IL 60602, 312/ i4-8093,
http:/[www.egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/ home.do

age, disability, or other non-merit factors
including bur not limited to sexual orientation,
marital or parental status and/or physical stature.
LOCAL & STATEWIDE TRAILS If you believe you have been discriminated
Ilinois Trails Conservancy, PO. Box 10, 144 W. Main St.,

against in any program, activity or facility, please
Capron, IL 61012, 815/569-2472, http:/ [www.illtrails.com

contact the Equal Employment Opportunity
Officer, Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, 524 S. Second St., Springfield, IL
62701-1787, (217) 785-0067

STATE PARKS & RECREATION AREAS
Hlinois Department of Natural Resources, One Natural Resources
Way, Springfield, IL 62702, 217/782-6302, http://dnrstate.il.us.

Printed by the authority of the State of Illinois
PRT3362180 — 50M — 3/05

TOURISM

Ilinois Bureau of Tourism, 620 E. Adams St., Springfield, IL
62701, 217/782-7500 or 1-800-2connect,
http://www.enjoyillinois.com.

Design by Corbin Design.

Printed on recycled paper
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Illinois Department of Natural Resources

The Grand
lHlinois Trail

Imagine the possibilities...

ILLINOIS

o

DEPARTMENT OF
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Imagine

...bieyeling along the Lake Michigan shoreline or through classic
Chicago neighborhoods...hiking 19th century canal tow paths...
visiting picturesque small towns and vibrant cities...savoring the
Mississippi Rivers majesty.

... a brilliant palette of natures colors unfolding before your
eyes ... the rich history and diverse natural heritage of linois ....
scenic rural landscapes woven with off-road trails ... wrban
environments ... serene country roads ... friendly people.

.. spending a day or a week with family and friends ... escaping
the congestion and. pressures of daily routine ... . collecting a lifetime
of memories.

the Grand Hlinois Trail

As it loops more than 500 miles between Lake Michigan and
the Mississippi River, the Grand Illinois Trail joins together
existing and proposed state and local trails to create the state's
longest continuous trail. It hugs historic canals, crosses
unglaciated hills, parallels the Rock and Fox Rivers, and
includes one of America's first rail-trails.

The Grand Ilinois Trail came to life in 1995 as a way to

link together and create something bigger from the many
emerging trails in norchern Illinois. The notion of joining the
trails to form a larger experience, bigger than any of the trails
individually, captured the imagination: there was great excite-
ment in the possibility of traveling from Chicago across the
state to the Mississippi River on a bike along off-road trails.

Dozens of local partners joined to enthusiastically support the
Grand Illinois Trail concept. Cities and villages; park, forest
preserve, and conservation
districts; county and township
boards; recreation and
conservation organizations;
tourism agencies; and myriad
community organizations came
together to be a part of the
wail. An Executive Council
was formed, and together the local partners and Executive
Council have linked existing trails, developed new trails, and
established on-road connections to make traveling the Grand
[llinois Trail a continuous, memorable experience.
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Visiting we Trail
Review the map in this brochure to identify which part of

the Grand Illinois Trail loop you would like to visit. Read
about the various trails along the loop and the type of

experience they offer:
scenic landscapes, rural
and urban communities,
state parks, historical sites,
and more. Contact local
trail managers for more
information, such as trail
surface and on-road
connections. Recognize
that while the Grand

[llinois Trail route is a designated 500-mile loop, it is not a
continuous off-road trail. It is many trails linked together,
and you must go on-road in various locations to connect to

the next trail. In many cases this is a quick connection

between trails, and in other locations more on-road travel is

involved. Trail
development
will continue,
with the
ultimate goal
a continuous

Grand Illinois
Trail.

All sections

of the Grand

i v Illinois Trail
are suitable for biking and
hiking, with opportunities
available in some areas

for horseback riding,
snowmobiling, in-line
skating, and even
paddling. Follow the

green and white Grand Illinois Trail signs, and discover

the trail’s many opportunities to experience the diversity

of Illinois, its people and its special places. It’s time to
hit the trail...the Grand Illinois Trail.
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Where » Go...

If you are looking for a trip under 20 miles, consider:
The Fox River Trail from Elgin to Algonquin—

round trip is 21 miles.

The Illinois Prairie Path,Wheaton to Elmhurst—

round trip is 20 miles.

The Hennepin Canal Trail from Lock 3 in Bureau Junction
to the day use area at Wyanet—16 miles.

If you want a little more of a challenge, try:

The Jane Addams Trail, near Freeport— round trip is 26

miles.

The Lakefront Path from Navy Pier to Calumet Park—

round trip is 28 miles.

The 1&M Canal from Gebhard Woods to Channahon State

Park and back—30 miles.

The Great River Trail, from Empire Park in Hampton to
the Thomson Causeway—42 miles.

See trail descriptions for scenery and trail surface you
will encounter on these trips.

These suggestions and many more can be found in

the The Complete Grand Illinois Trail Guidebook:

The Midwests Biggest Outdoor Adventure by Todd Volker
available from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Gift Shop or by contacting the author directly through
htep://www.grandillinoistrail.com or calling 800/433-8968.

A derailed Grand Illinois Trail User Guide is also available.
The user guide features cue sheets and maps for all segments
of the trail with important information regarding restrooms
and refreshments, overnight accommodations, bike

repair and emergency medical treatment. The guide,
developed by the League of Illinois Bicyclists, is available

by contacting the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
at 217/782-3715, via email to greenway@dnrmail.state.il.us
or you can download the guide by visiting the League's web

site at http://www.bikelib.org

Another great online resource with a slightly

different perspective of the GIT can be found at
http://www.openlands.org/git/index.asp. The Openlands
Project has been an impertant partner of the GIT.

This site will give you maps for the route and even

more suggestions for riding segments of the trail.




Trail Etiquette and Safety
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Bicyclists should yield to walkers.

Keep right and pass left.

Announce “On your left” before passing.

Avoid stopping and blocking the path.
Leash all pets.
Obey all posted signs.

Dispose of all trash properly to keep your

trail clean.

Be courteous of others regardless of their

mode, speed, or skill level.

Respect private property that adjoins public

trails.

Plan ahead for changing weather conditions.

Contact a trail manager to volunteer, and help

make lllinois a trails-friendly state.
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Imagine ... visiting state and local parks,
and historic sites along and near the Grand Hlinois Trail.

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie - The nation’s largest tallgrass prairie restoration
£ project; Welcome Center, interim hiking trails, and escorted tours: 30239 S. State Route 53,
Wilmington, IL 60481, 815/423-6370.

4y William G. Stratton State Park - Provides excellent access to the lllinois River: P.O. Box 272,
2. 401 Ottawa Street, Morris, IL 60450, 815/942-9669.

. Gebhard Woods State Park - Headquarters for the | & M Canal State Trail; Camping is
3 available: PO. Box 272, 401 Ottawa Street, Morris, IL 60450, 815/942-0796.

. Illini State Park - Featuring the lllinois River along its entire northern boundary; Camping is
Ji N available: 2660 E. 2350th Road, Marseilles, IL 61341, 815/795-2448.

= Buffalo Rock State Park - An early French military post and now home to Effigy Tumuli
54 earth art; Camping is available: Route 1, PO. Box 2034, Ottawa, IL 61350, 815/433-2220.
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Starved Rock State Park - Characterized by deep canyons, spectacular scenery and
exceptional hiking trails; Camping is available. A historic lodge and visitor center are park
highlights: PO. Box 509, Utica, IL 61373, 815/667-4726.

Hennepin Canal Parkway State Trail - A 100-mile linear recreation area preserves
the canal’s history; locks & aqueducts are prominent along the trail; Camping is available:
16006 875 East Street, Sheffield, IL 61361, 815/454-2328.

Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge (Savanna District) -
Excellent wildlife observation and river-based recreation opportunities; features new learning and
visitors center: 7071 Riverview Road. Thomson, IL 61285, 815/273-2732.

Mississippi Palisades State Park - Offers sweeping scenic vistas of the Mississippi River;
Camping is available: 16327A lllinois Route 84, Savanna, IL 61074, 815/273-2731.

Apple River Canyon State Park - Bountiful wildlife and plant life in these cliffs and canyons;
Camping is available: 8763 E. Canyon Road, Apple River, IL 61001, 815/745-3302.
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Lake Le-Aqua-Na State Park - Highlighted by a 43-acre lake and associated
recreation; Camping is available: 8542 N. Lake Road, Lena, IL 61048, 815/369-4282.

Rock (.lut‘S_tate Park - Popular for year-round recreation, including winter sports and
mountain biking; Camping is available: 7318 Harlem Road, Loves Park, IL 61111, 815/885-3311.

Moraine Hills State Park - Hills, ridges and lakes formed by Wisconsinan glaciation
are a backdrop for park bike trails: 914 S. River Road, McHenry, IL 60050, 815/385-1624.

Tri—County Sta_te Park - Prairie and savanna restorations, trails, and day-use areas
in & suburban Chicago setting: Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, PO. Box 2339,

Glen Ellyn, IL 60138, 630/933-7200.

Willia_tm W. Powers Conservation Area - on 420-acre Wolf Lake at the lllinois-Indiana
state line: 12949 S. Avenue O, Chicago, Il 60633, 773/646-3270.

GRAND ILLINOIS TRAIL PARTNERS: BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT ® BUCKEYE TOWNSHIP ® CALUMET-MEMORIAL PARK DISTRICT © CARROLL COUNTY ® CHIcAGO PARK DiSTRICT * City OF CHIG

MGHENRY  CiTY oF MOLINE ® CiTy oF OAK PARK ® CiTY OF PERU ® CITY OF RIVER FOREST ® CiTY OF ROCKDALE * CiTy OF Rock ISLAND ® CiTy OF ROCKFORD © CITY OF SAVANNA * City OF Sivis « CiTy oF Si
GARDEN PLAIN TOWNSHIP ¢ GREAT RIVER TRAIL COUNCIL ® HARLEM TOWNSHIP ® ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ® ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION © KANE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE
TOWNSHIP ® RIDOTT TOWNSHIP ® ROCKFORD PaRK DISTRICT ® Rock ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT ® RoscoE TOWNSHIP © SEWARD TOWNSHIP © STEPHENSON County = LS. Asmy CorpPs oF EN
VILLAGE OF DEPUE ® VILLAGE OF FRANKFORT ® VILLAGE OF HAMPTON ® VILLAGE OF HEBRON © VILLAGE OF LANSING © VILLAGE OF MACHESNY PARK ® VILLAGE OF MATTESON *VILLAGE OF NEW LENOX * VILLAGE OF

WINNEBAGO * WINNEBAGO COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT *WINNEBAGO COUNTY HIGHWAY: DEPARTMENT © WADDAMS TOWNSHIP ® WEST POINT TOWNSHIP ¢ WHITESIDE COUNTY

AGO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION * CiTY OF EAST MOLINE © CiTY OF FREEPORT ® CiTY OF FULTON * CITY OF GALENA * CiTy OF HANOVER * CiTy OF HARVARD * CITY OF JOLIET ® CiTY OF LASALLE *
PRING VALLEY * CoOK COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT * CORDOVA TOWNSHIP * DUPAGE COUNTY DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION * FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT oF Wi
DisTRICT * LAKE CoUNTY DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION © LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESEAVE DISTRICT © LAN-OAK PARK DISTRICT * LANCASTER TOWNSHIP *
GINEERS * U.S. FisH & WILDLIFE SERWCE * VILLAGE OF ALBANY © VILLAGE OF BUREAU * VILLAGE OF BURNHAM * VILLAGE OF CALEDONIA ® VILLAGE OF CAPR
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