
Executive Council
Twenty-seven members of the
Route 66 Trail Executive Council
include elected officials, commu-
nity organizations, park agencies,
tourism interests, and more. The
Council serves as an independent
body providing oversight for
Route 66 Trail planning.

Vision
Establish the Illinois Route 66 Trail
as a world-class bicycling, recre-
ational and learning experience
for Illinois residents and visitors.

Mission
The Route 66 Trail Executive
Council will serve as a coopera-
tive partnership of agencies and
organizations working toward
implementation of the Route 66
Trail, linking communities along
the trail with efforts to promote
economic growth through tourism
and recreation.

Regional Committees
Regional committees for the
trail’s three geographic regions
(north, central, and south) deal
with a wide range of local consid-
erations, such as trail alignment,
coordination among jurisdictions,
and trail promotion.

Keep up with the development of the Route 66
Trail. Contact the communities along Route 66,
tourism officials, and park and recreation agencies.
For general trail information contact:

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL 62702
217/782-3715

dnr.greenway@illinois.gov
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This brochure was sponsored by:

VisitingtheRoute66Trail
TheLeagueofIllinoisBicyclists
hasdevelopedaRoute66TrailUser’s
Guide.Getacopyandtourthetrail.
Theguideisavailableon-lineat

http://www.bikelib.org/route66.Foraprinted
copy,contacttheIllinoisDepartmentofNatural
Resourcesatdnr.greenway@illinois.govor
phone217/782-3715.

HistoricRoute66–
Illinoisreceivedthe
prestigiousNational
ScenicBywaydesig-
nationin2005andis

anAmerica’sByway.VisittheIllinoisRoute66
HeritageProjectwebsitehttp://www.illinois
route66.orgformoreinformation,orphone
217/525-7980.

TheRoute66AssociationofIllinoisofferstrav-
elingtips,extensiveinformationaboutthehistoric
iconsalongthehighway,andmuchmore,including
theguidebookTravelingtheNewHistoricRoute
66ofIllinois.Visithttp://www.il66assoc.orgor
writetotheAssociationat110W.HowardStreet,
Pontiac,Illinois62764.

YoucandriveRoute66inIllinois
simplybyfollowingthebrownand
whiteHistoricRouteIllinois66signs.
Amapandtravelinginformationwill
makeyourtripmoreenjoyable.

On-roadandoff-road
Today,mostofthetrailisanon-roadbicycleroute,
onthesignedhistoricRoute66wherepossible;on
nearby,less-busyroadsthataremorebicycle-
friendly;oronoff-roadbiketrails,whereriderscan
enjoyamoreleisurelyatmosphere,yetbecloseto
thehistorichighway.AllsegmentsoftheRoute66
Trailconnectwithallofthecommunitiesand
pointsofinterestalonghistoricRoute66.

Possibilitiesontheclosedpavement
AlongmuchofhistoricRoute66,twolanesofthe
four-lanehighwayhavebeenclosedtotrafficand
situnused.PerhapsonedaymuchoftheRoute66
Trailwillbeonthisoldpavement,withinthe
Route66corridorbutseparatefrommotorized
traffic.TwoMcLeanCountycommunities,
LexingtonandTowanda,havealreadydeveloped
trailsontheirclosedpavement.

Planningforthefuture
ImagineafutureRoute66Trailthatincludesthehis-
torichighway,nearbytrails,andbike-friendlyroads
inacontinuoustrailfromChicagotoSt.Louis:a

placewherebicyclists,equestrians,hikers,and
otherswillenjoyanextraordinaryexperience

exploringtheheritageofRoute66across
Illinois.Developingthisfuturetrailwill

takeplanning,involvement,commit-
mentandtime.Jointhemanycom-

munities,organizations,andindivid-
ualsalreadysupportingandpro-
motingRoute66interestsand
tourismandhelpcreatethe
futureRoute66Trail.

Long-distanceandlocal
Route66wasallabouttravelinglong-distance,a
stripofpavementthatcarriedAmericanstonew
livesandadventuresinthe20thcentury.Nowthe
Route66Trail,too,offerspossibilitiesforbicycle
touringandotherrecreationalusesalongthe
entireIllinoisRoute66.Thetrailisalsoavaluable
localfacility,wherecommunityresidentscan
exercise,traveltoworkorschool,or
justenjoytheoutdoors.

TheRoute66Trail AtrailthatfollowshistoricRoute66offersawholenewwaytoexperiencethisclassicpieceofAmerica’sheritage.The369-mileRoute66Trailisan
opportunitytogetclose-upviewsfromtheseatofabikeratherthantheinsideofacar.Thistrailaddsanotherdimensiontorecreationandtourismalong
Route66,anotherwaytoenjoytheloreofthehistorichighway.

TheRoute66Trail




