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There are about 4,000 acres in mesic upland forest—primarily black
oak and mockernut hickory. These woods are used primarily for DNR's
“you cut” firewood program, with 24"x48"x96" loads selling for $10.

Another 300 acres are in agricultural crops grown to improve soil,
provide high quality nutrients to wildlife and provide cover for wildlife.
Crops include cowpeas, corn, soybeans, sunflowers, wheat, clover,
alfalfa, sorghum, sudan grass and hairy vetch. Emphasis is in pro-
duction without use of pesticides that would be persistent or that
leach readily, and without use of chemical fertilizers.

Finally, 700 acres are in prairie restorations and the Henry Allan
Gleason Nature Preserve, and includes rare sand blow-outs, badgers,
pocket-gophers, prickly pear cactus and the endangered silvery blad-
derpod found here as a relict population.

Programs

B Camping ® 24 Class C drive in sites, well shaded; 1 Class C
Equestrian Campground; 1 Organized Group Campground; 12 Class D
primitive sites on trails.

B Trails ® 49 miles of marked trail; 26 miles may be used by snow-
mobiles, 47 miles may be used by equestrians, all 49 are open to
hikers and backpackers. In addition, there are over 120 miles of
unmarked fire lanes open to both equestrians and hikers.

® Hunting ® Squirrel, dove, pheasant, quail, rabbit, woodcock,
deer, crow, turkey, fox, raccoon, opossum, striped skunk and coyote.
Seasons, bag limits and other regulations are site specific. All hunt-
ing is by registration only.

® Archery/Hand Trap Range ® An archery trail with 11 targets at
marked yardage and a hand trap range are open except during the
upland game season.
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Sand Ridge 9
State Forest

A

Sand Ridge State Forest
P.O. Box 111
Forest City, IL, 61532, (309) 597-2212

B While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to use the
park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance with the site
office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.

B At least one responsible adult must accompany each group of
15 minors.

B Alcohol is prohibited.
B Pets must be kept on leashes at all times.

B Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities. We
hope you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories, leave
only footprints.

B For more information on state parks, write to the Department of
Natural Resources, Clearinghouse, One Natural Resources Way,
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 visit our website at www.dnr.state.il.us.

B For more information on tourism in lllinois, call the lllinois Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau of Tourism at
1-800-2CONNECT.

B Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of Natural
Resources’ TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the Ameritech
Relay Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and
those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all individuals
regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion or other nonmerit factors. If you believe
you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office and/or the Equal
Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271;
(217) 785-0067; TTY (217) 782-9175.

Printed by Authority of the State of lllinois
DNR39 -20M -10/08 * 10CI 0287-09 u&CD
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State of lllinois
Pat Quinn, Governor

Department of Natural Resources

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL
RESOURCES



Recreational Trails Program

This trail brochure was made possible due to funding provided by
the Federal Highway Administration through the Recreational Trails
Program (RTP).Monies are funded through the Federal Motor Fuel
Tax and administered through the National Recreational Trails
Fund Act. Trail projects are supported by the federal government,
which provides up to 80% reimbursement of cost. State funds pro-
vide the balance of the funding for the projects. The trails program
encourages trails management practices to serve a wide variety of
trail users. The program is administered in lllinois by the
Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with the lllinois

Department of Transportation.

Exotic SpecieSa umm

Plants and animals not native to lllinois are exotic species. Most of

& sive to native plant
communities and can
overwhelm or wipe
& out native species.
{ Prevention and con-
AR trol of exotic, invasive
species requires
tremendous coopera-
tion between man-
agers and all users of
parks, natural areas,
' and privately owned

about exotic and invasive species and how you can help prevent
their spread, visit the IDNR Exotic Species Website at:
http://www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/education/ExoticSpecies/

If the outdoors in lllinois

IS where you wantto be . . ..

1 Subscribe to Outdoorllinois magazine. A
publication of the Department of Natural
Resources, it's the perfect source of infor-
mation for outdoor enthusiasts who fish,
hunt, birdwatch, camp, boat, hike, ski,
bike, or simply enjoy being outdoors.
¢ From stories about state park sites to
season dates and features on a variety of

outdoor activities, Outdoorllinois has it all!

Receive 12 issues for only $15, plus a free, full-color wall calendar

in the Decem

ber issue. Call toll-free in lllinois, 1-800-720-3249.

Outside lllinois, call (217) 782-1687. TTY (217) 782-9175.

them are harmless to our state; however, some can be very inva- exoticspintro.htm.
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