
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

February 1, 2016 

 

 

Mr. Mike Shaw 

South Central Illinois Regional Planning & Development Commission 

120 Delmar Ave 

Suite A 

Salem, IL  62881 

 

Ms. Robin Tisdale 

IL Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 

500 East Monroe Street 

Springfield, IL  62701 

 

Re:   Avena Township CDAP Rural Water Replacement 

         Endangered Species Consultation Program 

         Project Number(s):  1606728 

         Alternate Project Number(s):     

          County:  Fayette 

 

Dear Mr. Shaw and Ms.Tisdale: 

 

This letter concerns the Endangered Species Consultation and wetland review for the Avena 

Township CDAP Rural Water Replacement, located in Fayette County, Section 3, Township 

5N, and Range 3E.  This project was submitted for consultation in accordance with the Illinois 

Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/11], the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act 

[525 ILCS 30/17], Title 17 Illinois Administrative Code Part 1075, the Interagency Wetland Policy 

Act [20 ILCS 830], and Title 17 Illinois Administrative Code Part 1090. 

 

The proposed action involves:  “Avena Township intends to utilize funds from a successful CDAP Public 

Infrastructure CDAP Grant for water system extension project to replace their potable water system 

throughout the township and neighboring Wheatland and Lone Grove Townships.  The township will 

utilize some $450,000 in grant funds to replace a problematic potable water main form St. Elmo to St. 

Peter, through the EJ Water Cooperative, by replacing some 19 miles of PVC water main, with 

appurtenances to better serve as many as 58 households along the main.  This project will primarily benefit 

low-to-moderate income individuals residing within the townships.” 

 

E&T Review 

The following protected resources occur in the vicinity of the project area and proposed action:   

 

A Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) record (EOR) occurs in the vicinity of the intersection 

of State Route 185 and County Road 1000N. 



 
 

 

To minimize or avoid potential adverse impacts, the Department recommends the measures described 

below be implemented by South Central Illinois Regional Planning & Development Commission. 

 

Loggerhead Shrike, Lanius ludovicianus 

This species returns to Illinois from its wintering range in the southern United States and often returns 

to the area where it nested the previous year.  Loggerhead shrikes are known for their unique habit of 

impaling small vertebrates on thorns or other sharp objects.  However, it appears that these birds are 

primarily insectivorous. 

 

Pairs will build a nest 3” - 12” above the ground in the crotch of tree branches commencing in March 

or April.  Incubation and nestling periods typically last until June; July if late nesting or second broods 

occur.  Their habitat is typically characterized by open, agricultural areas or grasslands with short 

vegetation and scattered trees, shrubs, or hedgerows for nesting cover and lookout points.  They have 

also been known to inhabit riparian corridors, open woodlands, and row crop fields.  Thus, they could 

be nesting in trees very close to either project’s footprint and could be disturbed by activities and noise 

during the construction period.  If the disturbances are too much, the adults could abandon their nest. 

 

Recommendation #1.  If work is planned outside of the nesting season, adverse impacts to the 

Loggerhead Shrike are unlikely.  The Department recommends conducting the work between July 

16th and the following March 31st, outside of the nesting season. 

 

Recommendation #2.  If work is planned during the nesting season, from April 1st to July 15th, trees 

and shrubs in the vicinity of the project footprint should be surveyed for Loggerhead Shrike nests by a 

qualified biologist.  Typical trees and shrubs that this species uses include:  Eastern Red Cedar, 

Hawthorn, Osage Oranges, Multiflora Rose, Honey locust, Pines, Spruces, Firs, Apple, and Willows.  

If nests are discovered, all work should stop immediately to avoid a “take” of the Loggerhead Shrike 

and the Department should be notified (Terry Esker, IDNR District Heritage Biologist, 618/783-2685).  

‘Take’ means, in reference to animals and animal products, to harm, hunt, shoot, pursue, lure, wound, 

kill, destroy, harass, gig, spear, ensnare, trap, capture, collect, or to attempt to engage in such conduct. 

 

Recommendation #3.  The Department recommends that construction crews, and all on-site 

personnel, be educated and informed about Loggerhead Shrikes before work begins.  Photos should be 

distributed and a site management plan for responding to potential encounters should be discussed at 

the preconstruction site meeting. 

 

Wetland Review 

The Illinois Wetland Inventory indicates that wetlands are in the vicinity of your project site.  

However, the proposed action is generally considered a minimal wetland impact.  If wetlands will be 

disturbed, the project must meet certain construction conditions and incorporate 1:1 mitigation 

requirements into the project plans.  These are listed on the attached sheet.  If, however, wetlands will 

be impacted and the minimal impact criteria will not be met, you must notify the Department and the 

consultation will be re-opened.  If wetlands will not be disturbed, no action is necessary. 

 

Summary 

Consultation under 17 Ill. Adm. Code Part 1075 and the Wetland Review under 17 Ill. Adm. Code 

Part 1090 are terminated.  The Department recommends any and all measures and/or 

recommendations be implemented by the applicant, and be required by the Illinois Department of 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity as a condition of the grant agreement/funding. 

 



 
 

Consultation for Part 1075 is valid for two years unless new information becomes available that was not 

previously considered; the proposed action is modified; or additional species, essential habitat, or Natural 

Areas are identified in the vicinity. If the project has not been implemented within two years of the date of 

this letter, or any of the above listed conditions develop, a new consultation is necessary. Consultation for 

Part 1090 (Interagency Wetland Policy Act) is valid for three years. 

 

The natural resource review reflects the information existing in the Illinois Natural Heritage Database and 

the Illinois Wetlands Inventory at the time of the project submittal, and should not be regarded as a final 

statement on the site being considered, nor should it be a substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys 

required for environmental assessments. If additional protected resources are encountered during the 

project’s implementation, you must comply with the applicable statutes and regulations. Also, note that 

termination does not imply IDNR's authorization or endorsement of the proposed action. 

 

Please contact me if you have questions regarding this review. 

 

Cordially, 

 
Sheldon R. Fairfield 

Impact Assessment Section 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Phone:  (217) 782-0031 

Sheldon.Fairfield@illinois.gov  

 

 

cc:  Terry Esker, IDNR District Heritage Biologist
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