
March 28, 2016 

 

Marcel Estay - Submar, Inc. / Agent  

Marathon Pipe Line LLC  

539 S Main Street  

 

 

Findlay, OH 45840  

 

 
 

  

Muddy Creek - WRCL 739 

Project Number(s): 1606500 [13801] 

County: Cumberland    

 

Dear Mr. Estay: 

 

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources has reviewed this project involving repairs to a 10-

inch diameter pipeline that has become exposed in Muddy Creek. Marathon proposes to armor 

the pipeline with articulating concrete revetment mattresses and subgrade rock control and 

erosion control blanket to protect the pipeline.  

 

The project area will be dewatered and graded as necessary. A woven geotextile material will be 

placed followed by the installation of the Submar mat system. The mats will extend across the 

creek from the right-descending high bank to the left-descending high bank. The flank edges and 

the upstream and downstream edges of the mat system will toe in to 2-foot deep and 3-foot deep 

excavated anchor trenches, respectively, that will be backfilled with existing material. A 3-foot 

deep by 10-foot long subgrade rock grade control will be installed on the downstream end of the 

mat system to prevent headcutting from progressing upstream and erosion control blanket will be 

placed on disturbed areas of the project site.  

 

Pursuant to the Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act, the Department provides the following 

comments:     

 

Records for the state-threatened eastern sand darter (Ammocrypta pellucidum) occur 

approximately two miles downstream of the project area. The proposed instream work may result 

in unlawful “taking” of this species. The Department recommends a fish survey be conducted in 

the project area by a qualified biologist to determine if this species is present. The survey should 

assess habitat types and include areas at least 0.25 miles upstream and downstream. The survey 

should also include freshwater mussels in the proposed cofferdam area and immediately 

upstream and downstream. The principle investigator should obtain a Scientific Collectors 

Permit and T&E Permit from the Department to conduct such work. A survey proposal should be 

sent to this office for concurrence on methods, along with the results for final comment.  

 

Alternatively, you may consider assuming presence of the listed species and apply for Incidental 

Take Authorization (ITA) now. Be advised, the ITA process can take at least four months to 



complete and this action would be recommended if the species is discovered in the project area 

during survey efforts.        

 

The Department requests notification if these recommendations will be accommodated. Please 

note that this review is separate and distinct from any other action or regulatory authority of the 

Department. This review does not satisfy consultation requirements under Title 17 Illinois 

Administrative Code Part 1075.  

 

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this review. 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Grider 

Impact Assessment Section 

217-785-5500 

 

cc: Jenny Skufca – IDNR, ORC  

      
 

 


