
July 30, 2014 

 

 

Michael Murphy 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Regulatory Branch, Chicago District 

231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

 

RE: Pipeline Maintenance, Rt. 83 Bridge over Cal-Sag Channel 

       Project Number(s): 1412160 (14-0207)   

       County: Cook 
 

 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

 

This letter is in reference to the above mentioned project submitted for consultation by 

Midwestern Contractors. The project involves maintenance activities on the 16” Westshore 

Pipeline suspended from the west side of the Rt. 83 Bridge over the Cal-Sag Channel. Work will 

likely be performed from a barge either moored to the bank with D6 bulldozers or utilizing a tow 

boat.  

 

The natural resource review provided by EcoCAT identified nesting activities of the state-

endangered osprey (Pandion haliaetus) in the vicinity of the proposed action. The Department 

requested a survey of the bridge to determine if the osprey is nesting or utilizing the bridge in 

anyway (see attachment). 

 

Hey and Associates, along with representatives from Midwestern Contractors, surveyed the 

bridge for osprey on July 24, 2014. No osprey or nests were observed in the immediate vicinity 

of the bridge. However, at least two individuals and an active nest were observed west of the 

railroad bridge. The nest is placed on top of a double wooden utility pole near the MWRD SEPA 

station approximately 2,300 feet west of the Rt. 83 Bridge. The osprey may occasionally perch 

on the Rt. 83 Bridge, but the majority of their activity is likely west of the railroad bridge. 

 

The Department has determined that this project is unlikely to impact the osprey or the active 

nest given its distance from the project site. The Department has no objection to issuance of a 

USACE permit. However, employees working on this project should be educated about the 

species and know how to identify them before work begins. Contact the Department at (630)553-

1372 if any issues arise with the osprey.  

 



Please note: It is illegal to harm, harass, kill, capture, or attempt to capture (see definition of 

“take” under the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/11]) a listed species 

without proper permits from the Department.   

 

This recommendation regarding the issuance/denial of the US Army Corps of Engineers permit 

by the IDNR, Office of Realty and Environmental Planning does not preclude permit decisions 

made by the IDNR, Office of Water Resources under the Illinois Rivers, Lakes, and Streams Act.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please contact me if you have any questions 

regarding this review. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 

 

Nathan Grider 

Biologist 

Impact Assessment, OREP 

217-524-0501 

 

cc: Mike Purpura, Midwestern Contractors  

 

W/ATCH (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 24, 2014 

 

 

Michael Murphy 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Regulatory Branch, Chicago District 

231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

 

RE: Pipeline Maintenance, Rt. 83 Bridge over Cal-Sag Channel 
       Project Number(s): 1412160   

       County: Cook 
 

 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

 

This letter is in reference to the above mentioned project recently submitted for consultation by 

Midwestern Contractors. The project involves maintenance activities on the 16” Westshore 

Pipeline suspended from the west side of the Rt. 83 Bridge over the Cal-Sag Channel. Work will 

likely be performed from a barge either moored to the bank with D6 bulldozers or utilizing a tow 

boat.  

 

The natural resource review provided by EcoCAT identified nesting activities of the state-

endangered osprey (Pandion haliaetus) in the vicinity of the proposed action. The Department 

recommends the permit applicant contract with a qualified biologist to survey the bridge 

structure for osprey or their nests prior to the commencement of maintenance activities. Results 

should be sent to the Department for review and a final determination on potential impacts to the 

state-endangered osprey. 

 

Please note: It is illegal to harm, harass, kill, capture, or attempt to capture (see definition of 

“take” under the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/11]) a listed species 

without proper permits from the Department. The biologist surveying the bridge should maintain 

enough distance to not disturb an osprey or their nests if discovered.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please contact me if you have any questions 

regarding this review. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 

 

Nathan Grider 

Biologist 

Impact Assessment, OREP 

217-524-0501 

 

cc: Mike Purpura, Midwestern Contractors  

 

 

 
  
This recommendation regarding the issuance/denial of the US Army Corps of Engineers permit by the 

IDNR, Office of Realty and Environmental Planning does not preclude permit decisions made by the IDNR, 

Office of Water Resources under the Illinois Rivers, Lakes, and Streams Act.  

 


