
 
 

 

  
 

 

June 2, 2014 

 
Mr. Tom Hartley 

Director of Land and Development 

Winnebago County Forest Preserve 
5500 Northrock Drive 

Rockford, IL  61103 

 

 

Re:   Stone Bridge Trail Connection 

         Endangered Species Consultation Program 

         Project Number(s):  1408877 

         Alternate Project Number(s):     

         County:  Winnebago 

 
Dear Mr. Hartley: 

 

This letter concerns the Endangered Species Consultation for the Stone Bridge Trail Connection, 

located in Winnebago County, Section 34, Township 46N, and Range 2E.  This project was submitted 
for consultation in accordance with the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/11], 

the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act [525 ILCS 30/17], and Title 17 Illinois Administrative Code 

Part 1075. 
 

The proposed action involves:  the construction of an 8' wide gravel path to connect a parking area and the 

existing Stone Bridge Trail at the southeast intersection of Burr Oak Road and Stone Bridge Trail in Roscoe, 
Illinois.   

 

E&T Review 

The following protected resources occur in the vicinity of the project area and proposed action, which 
includes a high-quality relict prairie to the south of the project location:   

 

Stone Bridge Reserve LWR, Burr Oak Road Prairie INAI, and Kitten Tails (Besseya bullii) 
 

To minimize or avoid potential adverse impacts, the Department recommends the measures described 

below be implemented by Winnebago County Forest Preserve. 

 
1. An Illinois Nature Preserves Commission permit must be obtained, prior to project action, for any 

and all nature preserve and/or land and water reserve sites within the project area.  Please contact 

Kelly Neal, Stewardship Program Manager - Illinois Nature Preserves Commission, 217/524-2415, 
kelly.neal@illinois.gov, or John Nelson, Field Representative (Natural Areas Preservation 

Specialist) - Illinois Nature Preserves Commission, john.c.nelson@illinois.gov, for information on 

applying for an INPC permit.   
 



 
 

2. If used for the project, heavy equipment must be power washed off-site to prevent the spread of 

exotic/invasive plants at the site.  Heavy equipment must be staged off-site (at a nearby parking lot, 
road, trail).  Access to the site by heavy equipment should be by existing road or trail, or follow access 

route as determined by INPC Natural Areas Preservation Specialist (John Nelson).  Tracked or low 

compaction equipment should be used to distribute weight of equipment and limit rutting, compaction, 

and damage.  If conditions are damp, timbers/planking should be laid out on access prior to 
vehicles/equipment driving in the area.  No parking or turning around of equipment other than in above 

designated areas. 

 
3. Best management practices should be used to prevent soil erosion/sedimentation in areas where soil 

disturbances occur. Stabilization of soil includes: 

 Use of silt fences, netting, and straw bales; soil stabilization and runoff control measures should 

be incorporated throughout the entire construction site and during the entire construction 
period.  

 BMPs should be inspected daily to ensure there is no erosion/siltation from the work area. 

 When work is complete, disturbed areas should be seeded with local genotype seed appropriate 

to surrounding habitat.  Choice of seed/plant materials should be done in consultation with 

INPC Natural Areas Preservation Specialist (John Nelson). 

 
4. Other soil considerations: 

 For excavation of native soil:  soil profile should be maintained and replaced in the same profile 

as found when re-filling. 

 For fill:  soil should be a suitable organic soil typical of native soil on site.  Precautions should 

be made to prevent introduction of exotic/invasive plants. 

 The area should be monitored for exotics.  If present, they should be treated appropriately by a 

licensed herbicide applicator following INPC’s Vegetation Management Guidelines. 

 

5. For staff and/or contractors working at the site:  when on site, be sure to minimize trampling and 
disturbances to sensitive plant communities. Every effort should be made to prevent the spread of exotic 

or invasive plants/plant propagules. All equipment and work clothing including shoes/boots, must be 

clean and free of any seeds/mud prior to enter or leaving the site(s) to prevent the spreading of 

invasive species within and among job sites and other areas where staff may have worked. 
  

6. By law, there should be no negative impacts to high quality plant communities or to threatened or 

endangered plants or animals present at the site, and no changes to water quality and natural hydrology 
are allowed. 

 

Consultation under 17 Ill. Adm. Code Part 1075 is terminated.  In accordance with 17 Ill. Adm. Code 
1075.40(h), Winnebago County Forest Preserve must notify the Department of its decision regarding these 

recommendations, whether they will:  

 

 Allow the action to proceed as originally planned; 

 Require the action to be modified per Department recommendations (please specify which 

measures, if not all, will be required); or  

 Forgo the action. 

 

Consultation for Part 1075 is valid for two years unless new information becomes available that was not 

previously considered; the proposed action is modified; or additional species, essential habitat, or Natural Areas 
are identified in the vicinity. If the project has not been implemented within two years of the date of this letter, 

or any of the above listed conditions develop, a new consultation is necessary. 

 

The natural resource review reflects the information existing in the Illinois Natural Heritage Database and the 
Illinois Wetlands Inventory at the time of the project submittal, and should not be regarded as a final statement 

on the site being considered, nor should it be a substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required for 



 
 

environmental assessments. If additional protected resources are encountered during the project’s 

implementation, you must comply with the applicable statutes and regulations. Also, note that termination does 
not imply IDNR's authorization or endorsement of the proposed action. 

 

Please contact me if you have questions regarding this review. 

 
Cordially, 

 
Sheldon R. Fairfield 
Impact Assessment Section 

Division of Ecosystems & Environment 

Phone:  (217) 782-0031 
 

 

 

cc:   Kelly Neal, Stewardship Program Manager, INPC 
 

 John Nelson, Field Representative, INPC

 


