
October 9, 2012 
 
Abigail Mazza 
CDM Smith 
125 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 600 
Chicago, IL 60606 
   
Frankie Atwater 
Office of Community Development 
IL Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
500 E. Monroe Street 
Springfield, IL  62701 
 
RE: Nauvoo Township River Road Stabilization Project 
 IDNR Project #1213877 

County: Hancock 
 
Dear Ms. Mazza and Mr. Atwater: 
 
This letter concerns the Endangered Species Consultation for the Nauvoo Township River Road 
Stabilization Project in Hancock County. This project was submitted for consultation in accordance 
with the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/11], the Illinois Natural Areas 
Preservation Act [525 ILCS 30/17], Title 17 Illinois Administrative Code Part 1075, Interagency 
Wetland Policy Act [20 ILCS 830], and 17 Ill. Adm. Code Part 1090.  
 
The project consists of removing all driftwood, installing rip-rap and building a shoulder along a 
0.4-mile stretch of the existing Sycamore Haven Drive in Nauvoo Township. The rip rap will 
generally extend 6’-8’ form the edge of the water during normal pool. In order to construct the 6’ 
recovery zone from the road it will be necessary to extend 12’-14’ in a couple of small areas. 
Construction is anticipated to occur from the river side of the rip rap so there will be some work, 
with heavy equipment, taking place in the river. 
 
Wetland Review 
 
The Department has concluded that adverse effects to wetlands are unlikely. The Wetland Review 
under 17 Ill. Adm. Code 1090 is terminated. 
 
Threatened and Endangered Species Consultation 
 
Because the Department has records of state-listed species in the vicinity of this project, the 
Department requested that a mussel survey be performed at the project site. The resulting survey 
found a relatively high density of mussels at the site which would likely be impacted by the 
proposed in-stream activity. Although none of the mussels found were threatened or endangered 
species, the mussel bed will likely qualify for listing in the Illinois Natural Areas Inventory. To 
protect this important natural resource, the Department recommends that mussels within eight feet 



from shore be placed into deeper water before any in-stream work begins, and that the in-stream 
construction area be minimized to reduce mussel impacts. We recommend that the IL Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity incorporate these measures as a grant condition. 
 
Consultation under 17 Ill. Adm. Code Part 1075 is terminated. However, if any of the following 
conditions develop, consultation shall be reopened: new information becomes available that was 
not previously considered; additional species, essential habitat, or Natural Areas are identified in 
the vicinity of the action; or the action is modified or is not initiated within two years of the date of 
this letter. 
 
The natural resource review reflects the information existing in the Illinois Natural Heritage 
Database at the time of the project submittal, and should not be regarded as a final statement on the 
site being considered, nor should it be a substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required 
for environmental assessments. If additional protected resources are encountered during the 
project’s implementation, you must comply with the applicable statutes and regulations. Also, note 
that termination does not imply IDNR's authorization or endorsement of the proposed action.   
 
Please contact me if you have questions regarding this review. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Karen Miller 
Division of Ecosystems and Environment 
Phone (217) 785-5500 
karen.m.miller@illinois.gov 
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