
September 22, 2010 
 
 
Ron Coultas 
Scott County Rural Water Cooperative 
2 South Main 
Winchester, IL 62694 
 
Kara Cozadd 
IL Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
620 East Adams 
Springfield, IL 62701 
 
RE: Scott County Rural Water Cooperative Phase 2 
 IDNR Project #1102322 & 1102325 

[1102326, 1102321, 1102319, 1102317, 1102316, 1102314] 
 
Dear Mr. Coultas and Ms. Cozadd: 
 
This letter concerns the Endangered Species Consultation and wetland review for a proposed water 
main extension project in Scott County. This project was submitted for consultation in accordance 
with the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/11], the Illinois Natural Areas 
Preservation Act [525 ILCS 30/17], and Title 17 Illinois Administrative Code Part 1075, the 
Interagency Wetland Policy Act [20 ILCS 830], and 17 Ill. Adm. Code 1090.  
 
The project will construct approximately 23.4 miles of water main and related appurtenances to 
provide potable water to 54 new customers in rural Scott County.  Water mains will be constructed 
on private easements generally within five feet of public road rights-of-way.  
 
Wetland Review 
 
The Department has concluded that adverse effects to wetlands are unlikely.  The Wetland Review 
under 17 Ill. Adm. Code 1090 is terminated. 
 
Consultation 
 
The Department has completed its review of the project and determined that the action is likely to 
have an adverse impact on the Illinois Chorus Frog (Pseudacris illinoensis) which is known to 
occur in the area.  To minimize these impacts, the Department recommends the Water Cooperative 
apply for, and the IL Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity incorporate as a grant 
condition, Incidental Take Authorization (ITA) for the Illinois Chorus Frog.  Because the 
Cooperative already has an ITA for Phase 1 of the water main project, the Department recommends 
the Cooperative request an amendment to the existing ITA to include Phase 2.   
 
To apply for this amendment, send information on the Phase 2 project timeline and location 
(include copies of route maps) to Joe Kath, Office of Resource Conservation, One Natural 
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Resources Way, Springfield, IL  62702.  Phone: 217-785-8764; e-mail: Joe.Kath@illinois.gov.  If 
applicable, also describe any new activity proposed that is not covered in the existing ITA.  
 
Consultation on the part of the Department is terminated. In accordance with 17 Ill. Adm. Code 
1075.40(h), the Water Cooperative and IDCEO must notify the Department of their decisions 
regarding the recommendation.  
 
This consultation is valid for two years unless new information becomes available that was not 
previously considered; the proposed action is modified; or additional species, essential habitat, or 
Natural Areas are identified in the vicinity. If the project has not been implemented within two 
years of the date of this letter, or any of the above listed conditions develop, a new consultation is 
necessary.   
 
The natural resource review reflects the information existing in the Illinois Natural Heritage 
Database at the time of the project submittal, and should not be regarded as a final statement on the 
site being considered, nor should it be a substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required 
for environmental assessments. If additional protected resources are encountered during the 
project’s implementation, you must comply with the applicable statutes and regulations. Also, note 
that termination does not imply IDNR's authorization or endorsement of the proposed action.   
 
Please contact me if you have questions regarding this review. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Karen M. Miller 
Division of Ecosystems and Environment 
Phone (217) 785-5500 
karen.m.miller@illinois.gov 
 
 
cc:  Jamie Headen, Benton & Associates, Inc. 
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