
Goals 

 

  Select waterfowl hunting season dates and zone lines that maximize hunter satisfaction by: 

 

 Provide opportunity for hunters to maximize days afield. 

 

 Maximize number of waterfowl available to  hunters. 

 

 Provide opportunities for hunters to pursue a range of waterfowl species and using diverse hunting methods. 

 

 Select waterfowl hunting season dates and zone lines that promote retention and recruitment of waterfowl hunters. 

 

 Better understand the needs and desired outcomes of waterfowl hunters. 

 

 Increase the transparency and support for the process of setting waterfowl regulations. 

 

 

 

Expected Outcomes  

 

 Standardize waterfowl hunting season dates and zone lines for the next five years. 

 

 Gain support of a majority (greater than 50%) of Illinois waterfowl hunters for the selected regulations as measured by the Illinois Waterfowl Hunter Survey. 

 

 Maintain support of waterfowl constituency groups for the selected regulations. 

 

 

 

Process for Selecting Waterfowl Season Dates and Zone Lines 

 

Fall 2014:   Survey waterfowl management site superintendents and district and regional wildlife biologists on suggested duck season dates for their area. Meet     

           with waterfowl constituency groups to duck season dates and zone lines for their areas. 

 

February:   Start mail survey of Illinois waterfowl hunters (5,000).  

 

March:    Update freeze-up data map (20 year average).  

 

April - May:  Complete mail survey of Illinois waterfowl hunters and analyze results. 

   Update and analyze aerial waterfowl survey data. 

   Develop waterfowl hunting season date and zone line alternatives based on previously gathered information. 

 

May:    Hold three open houses to obtain public input on the alternatives.  

 

Summer:   Division of Wildlife Resources’ staff will recommend a preferred alternative or a modified alternative based on waterfowl survey and freeze date data, in   

           put from the open houses, waterfowl hunter surveys, other comments, and constituency groups. 

 

Fall:     Illinois Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) will review staff recommended alternative and other alternatives and will forward their  

    recommendations to the Director of IDNR.  

    Director will consider staff and NRAB recommendations and will make the final decision.  

 

December: Final selections due to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 2016-2020 waterfowl seasons. 

Welcome 

2015 Waterfowl Zone Line Public Meetings 



Hunter Season Date Preferences and Opinions 



Average Freeze Dates 1995 - 2014 

Average date when temperature drops to 32 degrees or colder for 3 days in a row, based on stations with data from1995-2014 (20 years) 

Freeze Contour Lines developed through ARC GIS using Kriging  Interpolation based on average freeze dates.   

Data Provided by: Illinois State Water Survey 

Year Rockford Peoria Springfield Mt. Vernon Carbondale 

2010 25 Nov 27 Nov 3 Dec 3 Dec 8 Dec 

2011 9 Dec 7 Dec 10 Dec 10 Dec 12 Dec 

2012 23 Dec 23 Dec 23 Dec Missing 28 Dec 

2013 25 Nov 23 Nov 25 Nov 26 Nov 26 Nov 

2014 15 Nov 15 Nov 15 Nov 15 Nov 15 Nov 

Freeze  Dates (2010-2014)  

for Selected Cities: 



Current Zone Lines & Proposed Season Dates 

Canada Goose 

Season Dates 

 

North Zone 

15 October – 12 January 2016 

21 October – 18 January 2017 

20 October – 17 January 2018 

19 October – 16 January 2019 

17 October – 14 January 2020 

 

 

Central Zone 

22 October - 30 October, 12 November – 31 January 2016 

28 October - 5 November, 12 November – 31 January 2017 

27 October - 4 November, 12 November – 31 January 2018 

26 October - 3 November, 12 November – 31 January 2019  

24 October - 1 November, 12 November – 31 January 2020 

 

 

South Central Zone 

12 November – 31 January 2016 

11 November – 31 January 2017 

10 November – 31 January 2018 

  9 November – 31 January 2019 

14 November – 31 January 2020 

 

 

South Zone 

 24 November – 31 January 2016 

23 November – 31 January 2017 

22 November – 31 January 2018  

28 November – 31 January 2019 

 26 November – 31 January 2020 

Duck 

Season Dates 

 

North Zone   

15 October – 13  December 2016 

21 October – 19  December 2017  

20 October – 18 December 2018  

19 October – 17 December 2019 

17 October – 15 December 2020 

 

 

Central Zone 

22 October – 27 December 2016 

28 October – 26 December 2017 

27 October – 25 December 2018 

26 October – 24 December 2019 

24 October – 22 December  2020 

 

 

South Central Zone 

12 November – 10 January  2016  

11 November – 9 January  2017 

10 November – 8 January 2018 

9 November – 7 January 2019 

14 November – 12 January  2020 

 

 

South Zone 

24 November – 22 January  2016  

23 November – 21 January  2017 

22 November – 20 January  2018 

28 November – 26 January  2019 

26 November – 24 January   2020 



Proposed Zone Boundary Opinions 

This pie chart (above) shows the preferences of those living in Cook, Will, Kendall, 

LaSalle, Grundy, Kankakee, Livingston, Iroquois, DuPage, & Kane counties.  



Proposed Waterfowl Zone Season  

Dates: 2016 – 2020 

Preferences of Central Zones’ 10 day goose split in relation to opener of duck season. Results are limited to those who spent 1 day or more afield hunting for geese in the central zone. 

23 days after the opening of duck season is when the current Canada goose season split begins in the Central Zone.  

 

Duck Season Dates: 

 

North Zone   

15 October – 13  December 2016 

21 October – 19  December 2017  

20 October – 18 December 2018  

19 October – 17 December 2019 

17 October – 15 December 2020 

 

Central Zone 

22 October – 27 December 2016 

28 October – 26 December 2017 

27 October – 25 December 2018 

26 October – 24 December 2019 

24 October – 22 December  2020 

 

South Central Zone 

12 November – 10 January  2016  

11 November – 9 January  2017 

10 November – 8 January 2018 

9 November – 7 January 2019 

14 November – 12 January  2020 

 

South Zone 

24 November – 22 January  2016  

23 November – 21 January  2017 

22 November – 20 January  2018 

28 November – 26 January  2019 

26 November – 24 January   2020 

Canada Goose Season Dates: 

 

North Zone 

15 October – 12 January 2016 

21 October – 18 January 2017 

20 October – 17 January 2018 

19 October – 16 January 2019 

17 October – 14 January 2020 

 

Central Zone 

22 October - 30 October, 12 November – 31 January 2016 

28 October - 5 November, 12 November – 31 January 2017 

27 October - 4 November, 12 November – 31 January 2018 

26 October - 3 November, 12 November – 31 January 2019   

1 November - 1 November, 12 November – 31 January 2020   

 

South Central Zone 

12 November – 31 January 2016 

11 November – 31 January 2017 

10 November – 31 January 2018 

  9 November – 31 January 2019 

14 November – 31 January 2020 

 

South Zone 

 24 November – 31 January 2016 

23 November – 31 January 2017 

22 November – 31 January 2018  

28 November – 31 January 2019 

 26 November – 31 January 2020 

 

 

 



Aerial Survey Data 

Northeast Illinois 
IDNR, Division of Wildlife Resources – Waterfowl Aerial Inventory Data 

Percentage Difference from Peak Duck Abundance 

Survey Period Northeast Illinois Braidwood Lake 
Goose Lake  

Prairie 

Oct. 8 - Dec. 8 -50% -70% -3% 

Oct. 23 - Dec. 22 -21% -31% Peak 

Nov. 8 - Jan. 8 -9% -15% -6% 

Nov. 23 - Jan. 23 Peak Peak -30% 

Sum of the 10-Year Mean Number of Ducks Observed  

Per Bi-Weekly Survey - 2005-06 through 2014-15 

Data collected during aerial waterfowl surveys provide biologists with a useful index of 

duck abundance.  Percentages shaded in red represent duck population estimates of 

similar value because they are within the range of error associated with this sampling 

technique (±10%).   

10-Year mean per bi-weekly survey - 2005-06 through 2014-15 
 

Braidwood Lake Goose Lake Prairie 

 

Northeast Illinois Survey Area  
(Kankakee River, Braidwood Lake, Mazonia  

FWA, Dresden Lake, Goose Lake Prairie SNA, 

 DesPlaines River, Heidecke Lake, Illinois  

River Quarries, LaSalle Lake, and Lake Renwick) 



Aerial Survey Data 

Mississippi River Area and North of Mississippi River Area 

Illinois Natural History Survey – Waterfowl Aerial Inventory Data 

10-Year Mean per Week - 2005-06 through 2014-15 

Sum of the 10 - Year Mean Number of Ducks Observed  

Per  Week - 2005-06 through 2014-15  

Data collected during aerial waterfowl surveys provide biologists with a useful index of duck 

abundance.  Percentages shaded in red represent duck population estimates of similar value 

because they are within the range of error associated with this sampling technique (±10%).   

Percentage Difference from Peak Duck Abundance 

Survey Period MRA Mississippi River – North of the MRA 

Oct. 9 - Dec. 4 -21 -24 

Oct. 16 - Dec. 11 -12 -14 

Oct. 23 - Dec. 18 -5 -6 

Oct. 30 - Dec. 26 -1 -1 

Nov. 6 - Jan. 3 Peak Peak 

Nov. 13 - Jan. 10 -2 -3 

Mississippi River Area 

(Swan Lake, Gilbert Lake, Long Lake, Dardenne Club, Cuivre Club and Batchtown Refuge) 

 

North of  Mississippi River Area 

(Cannon Refuge to Louisa Refuge)  

0 



Aerial Survey Data 

Illinois and Mississippi Rivers 
Illinois Natural History Survey – Waterfowl Aerial Inventory Data 

Illinois and Mississippi Rivers Combined  

Mississippi River  

(from Swan Lake to Louisa Refuge)  

Illinois River  

(from Hennepin/Hopper to Meredosia Lake)  

10-Year Mean per Week - 2005-06 through 2014-15  

Data collected during aerial waterfowl surveys provide biologists with a useful index of duck 

abundance.  Percentages shaded in red represent duck population estimates of similar value 

because they are within the range of error associated with this sampling technique (±10%).   

Sum of the 10 - Year Mean Number of Ducks Observed  

Per  Week - 2005-06 through 2014-15  

Percentage Difference from Peak Duck Abundance 

Survey Period IL & MS Rivers Combined Mississippi River Illinois River 

Oct. 9 -Dec. 4 -15 -22 -8 

Oct. 16 -Dec. 11 -7 -13 -2 

Oct. 23 -Dec. 18 -2 -6 Peak 

Oct. 30 -Dec. 26 Peak -1 -3 

Nov. 6 -Jan. 3 -3 Peak -11 

Nov. 13 -Jan. 10 -10 -4 -25 

10-Year Mean per Week - 2005-06 through 2014-15  



Percentage Difference from Peak Duck Abundance 

Survey Period South Central Zone South Zone 

Oct. 18 - Dec. 10 -24% -38% 

Oct. 26 - Dec. 18 -14% -22% 

Nov. 4 - Dec. 25 -6% -13% 

Nov. 11 - Jan. 4 Peak -5% 

Nov. 18 - Jan. 11 -5% -4% 

Nov. 25 - Jan. 18 -11% -2% 

Dec. 4 - Jan. 26 -16% Peak 

Sum of the 10 - Year Mean Number of Ducks Observed  

Per Week - 2005-06 through 2014-15  

Data collected during aerial waterfowl surveys provide biologists with a useful index of duck 

abundance.  Percentages shaded in red represent duck population estimates of similar value 

because they are within the range of error associated with this sampling technique (±10%).   

South Zone  
(Crab Orchard, Union County, Horseshoe Lake, Cache River, Mermet Lake) 

South Central Zone 
(Carlyle Lake, Keck’s Marsh, Rend Lake, Pyramid SRA ) 

Aerial Survey Data 

Southern Illinois 

IDNR, Division of Wildlife Resources – Waterfowl Aerial Inventory Data 

10-Year Mean per Week - 2005-06 through 2014-15 

Dec 8-14, 

73,644 
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