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The Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund 

On September 17, 1983, the Illinois legislature passed the Illinois Non-Game Wildlife Protection Act and 

established the Non-Game Wildlife Conservation Fund. In 1986 this fund was renamed the Illinois Wildlife 

Preservation Fund. The General Assembly then amended the Non-Game Wildlife Protection Act in 1987 to 

include native plants, and amended the Act in 2005 to insure a portion of the yearly donations would assist in 

the maintenance of wildlife rehabilitation facilities that take care of threatened or endangered species. 

This funding is reimbursement funding, and payment of the funding for projects is made at project 

completion when all final reports and required materials are submitted to the Department for review.   

 

At this time, the Department is soliciting pre-proposals for large projects that are consistent with the following 

priorities: 

 

Projects that address: 

 Listed animals and plants http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/ESPB/Documents/ETChecklist2011.pdf 

 Species in Greatest Need of Conservation that are not harvested (appendix I and II in 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Documents/WildlifeActionPlanFinal.pdf)  

 

Projects that occur in: 

 Sites within the Illinois Nature Preserve System 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/INPC/Pages/NaturePreserveDirectory.aspx 

 Conservation Opportunity Areas 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Pages/ConservationOpportunityAreas.aspx 

 Properties with public access 
 

Administrative Responsibility 

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Resource Conservation (ORC), is responsible for 

administering these funds.  To help ensure that monies are applied to projects that most efficiently and 

effectively address the needs identified by the Division of Natural Heritage, the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources has developed a competitive process for this funding source.  Desired projects range from one to two 

years.  Projects costing, but not limited to, $2,000 to $20,000 will be considered large projects, those $2,000 and 

under are considered small projects and have a separate application form. 

 

Projects considered for large project awards: 

 

Site Inventories and Surveys - Activities which inventory species, taxa (birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, 

fishes, plants, invertebrates, etc.), vegetation, habitats, etc. on an area of land (site, county, region).   

 

Research - Activities related to the Department’s current concerns regarding the status, protection, and 

stewardship of Illinois non-game resources. 

 

Management/Stewardship - Activities related to the stewardship of land and/or water which are of direct 

benefit to non-game wildlife, native plants and natural communities. 

 

Education - Activities which teach Illinoisans about the natural world around them and hopefully have lasting 

effects.  Types of projects might include: interpretive trails, trail signs, curricula, displays, workshops, 

development of ongoing outdoor education activities, instructional packets and material.  

  

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/ESPB/Documents/ETChecklist2011.pdf
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Documents/WildlifeActionPlanFinal.pdf
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/INPC/Pages/NaturePreserveDirectory.aspx
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Pages/ConservationOpportunityAreas.aspx
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February   Request for pre-proposals is distributed. 

April 1 Pre-proposals are due to IDNR – ORC Special Funds Section by 5:00 pm. 

April - July Review and ranking of pre-proposals. 

August - September  
 

All applicants are notified of pre-proposal status.  Applicants of successful pre-

proposals are requested to submit full proposals. 

October  Full proposals due to IDNR – ORC Special Funds Section. 

November -  January  Project agreements are sent out by IDNR Special Funds staff.  Work may be initiated only 

upon written approval by IDNR AND an executed agreement.  Project expenditures 

incurred prior to an executed agreement are not eligible for reimbursement. 

 

Acknowledgment of Funding Source 

The recipient shall give proper credit to the Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund and coordinate with the 

Department on any publication, written document, news article, television and radio release, interview or 

personal presentation, if initiated by the recipient, which refers to the project.  The recipient is required to 

submit one article to their local public media announcing the receipt of the funding for their project.  This may 

be done either by submitting one article to or taking out advertising space in their local newspaper announcing 

the receipt of the funding. 

 

The recipient shall post a sign or include a logo, if practical and applicable, crediting the Illinois Wildlife 

Preservation Fund. Signs and logos shall be supplied by the Department.  The Department will provide 

guidance to the recipient for posting of signs and logos on projects awarded under the Illinois Wildlife 

Preservation Fund.  

 

Instructions for completing pre-proposal applications 

 

 Download the pre-proposal form.  Pre-proposals exceeding these pages will not be accepted.  Each 

section on the pre-proposal application has a set length to ensure the page length will not be exceeded.  

Do not send attachments or supplemental information.  Pre-proposals must contain a signature of the 

applicant.   

 

Applicant Information:  The information included in this section will be used for all correspondence regarding 

this project.  

 

Project Title:  Include a brief, but descriptive title of your project. 

 

Project Description:  Include a brief (i.e., two to three sentences) description of the project.  This section will 

not be evaluated numerically, but sets a useful context for reviewers.  Priority will be given to projects that 

address: 

 Listed animals and plants http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/ESPB/Documents/ETChecklist2011.pdf 

 Species in Greatest Need of Conservation that are not harvested (appendix I and II in 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Documents/WildlifeActionPlanFinal.pdf)  

 

 

 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/ESPB/Documents/ETChecklist2011.pdf
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Documents/WildlifeActionPlanFinal.pdf
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Location:  please list the location of the project.  Priority will be given to projects that occur in: 

 Sites within the Illinois Nature Preserve System 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/INPC/Pages/NaturePreserveDirectory.aspx 

 Conservation Opportunity Areas 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Pages/ConservationOpportunityAreas.aspx 

 Properties with public access 

 

 

Budget:  For the pre-proposal budget, include Wildlife Preservation funds requested and cost-share match, if 

applicable.  Sources of match need not be identified for pre-proposals, but this information will be required for 

final documents for successful applicants.  Evaluation of the budget will be based on whether the funding 

(IWPF funding request and match) is commensurate with the tasks identified in the objectives.                                  

               

Funding Theme:  Projects submitted for funding should address one of the following funding themes:   

 

 Demographic or life history information where limited knowledge exists. 

 Preparation of a recovery plan or pieces of a recovery plan for listed animals or plants.  

 Implementation of conservation or recovery actions for priority species that are well documented or part 

of established plans. 

 Inventories of priority species and their habitats where presence is likely but undocumented, or 

inventories of priority areas. 

 Effects of stewardship activities on priority species. 

 

This section will not be evaluated numerically, but sets a useful context for reviewers when evaluating the 

subsequent sections. 

 

Need: Provide a clear description of the need to be met, the problem to be solved, or the opportunity to be 

exploited. A sound and rational justification for undertaking the project is needed.  Clearly indicate how the 

proposed project addresses one or more of the priority species, areas, and funding themes.  This component will 

be evaluated on its clarity in identifying the problem or opportunity to be addressed.  This section is important 

because it provides the basis for the remainder of the project description. 

 

Objectives:  Identify what is to be accomplished within the time, money and staffing allocated.  Each task 

should have a recognizable end point and should be as quantifiable or verifiable as possible.  Depending upon 

the scope of the project, it may be useful to divide the project into Jobs.  Each Job would then have one or more 

objective(s).   

 

For evaluating this component, consideration will be given as to whether the objectives are realistic and 

achievable, and if the project clearly states how the objectives will be accomplished.  The objectives should 

identify relevant plans if applicable.   

 

Approach:  Describe how the objectives will be accomplished, including key personnel and cooperators, 

project location, and methods and procedures to be used.  A complete, clear, and concise description is needed 

to ensure efficient and effective project implementation.  The approach will be evaluated by completeness and 

merit of the actions, activities, methods and procedures that will be used.    

 

Anticipated Outcomes and Benefits to Illinois’ Non-Game Wildlife or Native Plants:  Evaluation of this 

component is based on how the outcomes and benefits affect non-game wildlife or native plants.  Consideration 

will also be given to how the project supports ongoing planning or implementation of the Illinois Wildlife 

Action Plan or other recovery plan. 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/INPC/Pages/NaturePreserveDirectory.aspx
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IWAP/Pages/ConservationOpportunityAreas.aspx
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PRE-PROPOSAL DEADLINE 
Project pre-proposals are to be received in this office no later than 5:00 PM on April 1

st
 (or next business day if 

April 1
st
 falls on a Saturday, Sunday or holiday).  Submit one (1) original pre-proposal with supporting 

documentation including one (1) copy of any permit application necessary. 
 
Send pre-proposals to:Illinois Department of Natural Resources   
     Office of Resource Conservation- Special Funds       
     One Natural Resources Way 
     Springfield, IL 62702-1271 
     e-mail address: DNR.SPECIALFUNDS@illinois.gov 
 
 
Return all pages of the form.  Pre-proposals can be submitted electronically (a signature is required) but not by 
facsimile.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Any questions regarding the Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund  Program or completing the Pre-proposal Form 
should be directed to the Office of Resource Conservation - Special Funds at (217) 782-2602, e-mail address: 
DNR.SPECIALFUNDS@illinois.gov. 

   

Universities need to identify if the project is a pre-proposal or has already been approved through 

their university’s Grants/Contracts Administrative Office.

mailto:DNR.SPECIALFUNDS@illinois.gov
mailto:DNR.SPECIALFUNDS@illinois.gov
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Bruce Rauner Governor                                                                                                                                  Wayne A. Rosenthal Director DNR 

                               Office of Resource Conservation                   

      Large Project Pre-Proposal Application    

   Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund 
      (*) indicates a required field 

I   APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name (*):   

Address (*):   City, State, Zip (*):   

Daytime Phone # (*):  Fax: E-Mail: 

Organization  (*):   Title: 

Authorized Signature (*): 

Other Contact Person (Only if different from Representative) 

Name: Title: 

Daytime Phone #: E-Mail: 

II   PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Project Title (*):       

Project Description: (limited to 750 characters) 

 

 
 

 

 III   BUDGET SUMMARY (Round to nearest dollar) (**) 

 Cost-Share Match Cost-Share Match  

Budget Summary Project Funds Requested Cash 

 

In-kind Project Total 

1st year Funding     

2
nd

 year Funding     

     

Notes     

     

     

Total  (must match Detailed Budget 

pg 6)                                       
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IV   PROJECT LOCATION 

Site Name(s):  

 

 

 

County(s): 

City(s): 

Section:                                                                Township:                                                                   Range: 

Ownership:       Public       Private         

 

 
 

 

FUNDING THEMES – please mark at least one 

  Demographic or  Life History information where limited knowledge exists           

  Preparation of a Recovery Plan  for listed species or plants            

  Implementation of Recovery Actions for priority species that are well documented or part of established plans             

  Inventories of priority species and their habitats where presence is likely but undocumented, or inventories of priority areas           

  Effects of Stewardship activities on priority species           

  Other, please describe 

Project Need (limited to 750 characters) 

 

Project Objectives (limited to 1,500 characters) 
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Project Approach  (limited to 1,500 characters) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Anticipated Outcomes and Benefits to Illinois Non-Game Wildlife and Plants (limited to 1,500 characters) 
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