cock-spur thorn
Crataeqgus crus-galli

Kingdom: Plantae
Division/Phylum: Magnoliophyta
Class: Magnoliopsida
Order: Rosales

Family: Rosaceae

ILLINOIS STATUS
common, native
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Permanent

FEATURES

The cock-spur thorn is a small, deciduous tree that
may grow to a height of 20 feet and a trunk
diameter of eight inches. Its bark is dark brown and
scaly. The stout, light brown twigs are smooth and
have spines that may be four inches long. The buds
are red-brown. Leaves are arranged alternately
along the twigs. Each simple leaf blade is widest
above the middle and tapers to the base. A leaf may
be four inches long and one and one-half inches
wide. The leathery leaves are dark green on the
upper surface and lighter below. Leaves are toothed
for at least half their margins. The leafstalk may be
one inch in length. Each flower has five, white petals
and may be three-fourths inch wide. Flowers
develop in clusters. The fruit is nearly spherical, up
to one-half inch in diameter. The red, fleshy, but dry,
fruit contains one or two nutlets.

BEHAVIORS

Cock-spur thorn may be found throughout lllinois. It
grows in thickets and open woods. Flowering occurs
from May through June. This plant is sometimes
grown as an ornamental tree. Its fruits provide food
for wildlife, and the tree is used by songbirds for
nesting. Cock-spur thorn flowers are important to
bees in honey-making.
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Aquatic Habitats tree in early spring
none

Woodland Habitats
coniferous forests; upland deciduous forests

Prairie and Edge Habitats
edge
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