black locust
Robinia pseudoacacia

Kingdom: Plantae
Division/Phylum: Magnoliophyta
Class: Magnoliopsida
Order: Rosales

Family: Fabaceae
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The black locust is a deciduous tree that may grow
to 70 feet tall with a trunk diameter of two and one-
half feet. The gray or black bark has deep furrows
and raised, scaly ridges. The red-brown twigs are
thin but strong, often growing in a zigzag pattern. A
pair of short thorns is present where each leaf is
attached. The buds are dark-brown, up to one-
eighth inch long and sunken in the twigs. Leaves are
arranged alternately along the stem. Each leaf is
pinnately compound, with seven to 21 oval leaflets.
Leaflets are blue-green and smooth on the upper
surface, pale and smooth on the lower surface. A
leaflet may be two inches long and nearly one inch
wide. The full leaf may be six to 12 inches in length.
Flowers develop in long, drooping clusters. Each
flower is white with a yellow spot. A single flower
may be one inch long. The fruit is a pod that can be
four inches long and about one-half inch wide. The
flat, smooth, red-brown pod contains four to eight
seeds.

BEHAVIORS

Black locust is native to the southern one-half of
Illinois but is commonly planted throughout the
state. It grows in woodlands, thickets and along
roads. Flowering occurs in May and June. Leaflets
turn yellow in the fall. The brown wood is hard,
heavy and strong. The wood is used for making
fence posts and tool handles. The tree’s young
shoots and bark are sometimes poisonous to
livestock, but the seeds provide a good food source
for many wildlife species.

© lllinois Department of Natural Resources. 2016. Biodiversity of lllinois.
Unless otherwise noted, photos and images © lllinois Department of Natural Resources.



© Guy Sternberg © Guy Sternberg

© GuySteraberg :

=

© Guy Sternberg

flowers tree in flower

© lllinois Department of Natural Resources. 2016. Biodiversity of lllinois.
Unless otherwise noted, photos and images © Illinois Department of Natural Resources.



© Guy Sternberg

Aquatic Habitats
bottomland forests

Woodland Habitats

bottomland forests; southern lllinois lowlands; upland deciduous
forests

Prairie and Edge Habitats
edge
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