bacteria
representative specimens

Domain: Bacteria FEATURES
Bacteria are microscopic, one-celled prokaryotes (no
ILLINOIS STATUS defined nucleus). They have a variety of shapes and

may be found singly, in chains or in clusters. Most
bacteria can survive under extreme conditions.
Flagella may be present on some bacteria to assist in
movement. Some bacteria can form an endospore, a
structure to help the bacterium survive when
conditions are poor.

common, native

BEHAVIORS

Bacteria may be found nearly everywhere on earth.
They reproduce by binary fission or conjugation.
These organisms play extremely valuable roles in
ecology, health and research.
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aquatic, stained, under UV light
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from lake sediment (red and orange)
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mixed bacteria species (1000x)

mixed bacteria species (1000x)



mixed bacteria species (400x)

Aquatic Habitats

bottomland forests; lakes, ponds and reservoirs; Lake Michigan;
marshes; peatlands; rivers and streams; swamps; temporary water
supplies; wet prairies and fens

Woodland Habitats
bottomland forests; coniferous forests; southern lllinois lowlands;
upland deciduous forests

Prairie and Edge Habitats
black soil prairie; dolomite prairie; edge; gravel prairie; hill prairie; sand
prairie; shrub prairie
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