aquatic sowbug

Kingdom: Animalia
Division/Phylum: Arthropoda
Class: Malacostraca
Order: Isopoda
Family: Asellidae
ILLINOIS STATUS

common, native

Photo coming soon.

ILLINOIS RANGE

Fermanent

Asellus spp.

FEATURES

The aquatic sowbug has seven pairs of legs on its
thorax, with the posterior legs longer than the
anterior legs. The first pair of legs are modified into
grasping claws. There are six pairs of appendages on
the abdomen. The body is flattened top to bottom.
This animal is brown to black in body color and less
than one inch in length.

BEHAVIORS

The aquatic sowbug may be found throughout
Illinois. It lives in shallow water in lakes, ponds and
streams. This isopod is often found on rocks in slow-
moving water. It may be an omnivore or a scavenger.
Oxygen enters its body through the surface of the
legs. The female sheds half of her exoskeleton after
mating. This shed material becomes a case for the
eggs to develop in.
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Aquatic Habitats
bottomland forests; lakes, ponds and reservoirs; Lake Michigan;
marshes; peatlands; rivers and streams; swamps; wet prairies and fens

Woodland Habitats

bottomland forests; coniferous forests; southern Illinois lowlands;
upland deciduous forests

Prairie and Edge Habitats
black soil prairie; dolomite prairie; edge; gravel prairie; hill prairie; sand
prairie; shrub prairie
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