Public Meeting – Welcome

The following series of posters are provided for everyone in Illinois to view information about deer, deer management, and social data in Illinois.  This poster explains the goal of the deer management program and lists the approaches used to gather information from our stakeholders.
Deer Population Stakeholders


The IDNR considers the views from a diverse group of stakeholders who have an interest in deer management issues.  Which of these stakeholder groups best defines your interest?

How Residents Think IDNR Should Manage the Illinois Deer Herd

How IDNR should manage the deer herd varies depending on the individual you ask.  This poster presents results from hunter and non-hunter surveys on the various aspects of deer and deer management.
Farmers’ Perceptions about the Illinois Deer Herd and Damage

Farmers were surveyed about their perception of the deer population, future change in deer density, and the severity of crop damage by deer.  Results of those surveys can be viewed here.
Illinois Residents’ Perception of Deer Population and IDNR Trust

Resident hunters and non hunters throughout the state were surveyed about deer and deer management in Illinois.  Respondents were asked to describe the deer population where they hunted or lived and their trust in IDNR when making decisions regarding CWD and its management.
Illinois Harvest by the Numbers

Illinois deer harvest has changed greatly since the opening of modern hunting seasons in 1957.  Information on historic harvest totals, age structure and sex ratios of harvested deer, recent harvest by season and, comparisons of buck harvest between Illinois and other states can be viewed here.

 Hemorrhagic Disease in Deer

Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) and Bluetongue (BT) are two distinct viral diseases, but they are so similar that they are collectively referred to as Hemorrhagic Disease (HD).  The following information discusses the cause and transmission of HD, the distribution of the disease and its impact on Illinois’ deer population.
Chronic Wasting Disease: General Information

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a fatal neurological disease of deer, elk and moose, and was first found in Illinois during fall of 2002.  This poster provides a general description of CWD, the clinical signs shown by infected animals during the later stages, and the distribution of cases in Illinois and the United States.
Chronic Wasting Disease: A Closer Look

CWD has the potential to greatly affect the health of deer in Illinois.  The following information explains how CWD differs from the effects of a Hemorrhagic Disease (HD) outbreak, the possible impact of CWD on the deer population, and the importance of CWD management.
Chronic Wasting Disease Management

Since the first case of CWD was found in Illinois, IDNR has taken a multi-level approach to manage the disease.  This poster addresses the goal, approach, results, and benefits of our CWD management.
Attitudes About Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Management

In 2012 hunters were asked how IDNR should manage CWD in Illinois.  The following results show differing opinions among hunters in relation to which part of the state they reside and where CWD is found.
Chronic Wasting Disease: Research and Results

In 2013 an independent team of scientists published results of a study that examined the effectiveness of the first several years of CWD management by IDNR.  The results of their study and information on where to access the published paper are found in this poster.
