Photo caption:  Sangamon River in Illinois near the town of Fisher, has more than 15 species of mussels including:  pimpleback, pistolgrip, monkeyface, pink heelsplitter, round pigtoe, threeridge, deertoe, and fatmucket
At the dawn of the 20th century, most of Illinois’ 26,000 miles of stream sand rivers has sinuous courses with associated rich marshes and swamps.  The stream banks were lined with protective vegetation that reduced the likelihood of bank failures and heavy erosion.  Since then, agriculture and development have drastically reduced the health of our streams.  The Streams Campaign is working to identify focal species and promote actions that improve habitats and reduce stressors for these species.  
The Steering Committee of this campaign is comprised of passionate staff from US Fish and Wildlife Service, Illinois DNR, Illinois EPA, Illinois IDOT, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Sierra Club, Isaac Walton League, The Nature Conservancy, Open Lands, and Illinois Natural History Survey.   

