Farmland and Prairie Campaign
The Illinois Wildlife Action Plan is not just an inventory of species, but a plan to address the particular needs of wildlife that are declining. About 60 percent of Illinois, approximately 22 million acres, once was prairie. Now about 2,500 acres remain. Most of the land once occupied by prairie is now farmland. Not surprisingly, grassland species have experienced steep declines. The Farmland and Prairie Campaign is working to expand and improve grassland, shrub, and wetland habitats in agricultural landscapes. Partners in this campaign include a broad spectrum of public and private conservation groups. Biologists from the Illinois Audubon Society, Illinois DNR, Illinois Natural Resources Conservation Service, Chicago Audubon, Pheasants Forever/ Quail Forever, The Nature Conservancy, and University of Illinois comprise the campaign’s implementation team.

