
 

MINUTES  
 

from the 15th Meeting of the Illinois Fish 
 and Wildlife Action Team 

 

Aug 24th 2011- 1 pm 
 
 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources    
One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL                             
3rd Floor - Director’s Board Room 
 

 
In attendance were:  

Members:   John Rogner, Jim Herkert - Kent Adams, Brian Anderson, Jim Anderson, Elliot Brinkman, Tom Clay, Gregg Good, 
Randy Heidorn, Anne Mankowski, Richard Nichols, Eric Schenck, Trent Thomas, Jeff Walk, Mike Wefer, Jim Renn   

Campaign Leads:  Debbie Bruce, John Buhnerkempe, Paul Brewer, Mike Wefer, Nancy Williamson 

Interested Parties: IDNR:  John Buhnerkempe, Don McFall, Kathy Andrews, Leon Hinz and Brian Metzke (INHS), Aaron 
Lange (TNC) Louise Clemency(USFWS), Angella Moorehouse and Ray Geroff (INPC), Tim Schweitzer (IDNR) 

================================================================== 

Asst Dir John Rogner Called the meeting to order.  
 
Asst Dir John Rogner welcomed all attendees to the 15th meeting of the IL Fish and Wildlife 

      Action Team and called the meeting to order 
 
Asst Dir John Rogner asked for all present to introduce themselves with their name and 
                                          organization.  
 
Asst Dir John Rogner asked that the minutes for the last meeting be approved;  Jim Anderson 
moved to approve and Randy Heidorn 2nd and they were unanimously approved.  
 
Asst Dir John Rogner  -  Pres. Obama’s “America’s Great Outdoors”  initiative had a  
  “listening sessions”  in Chicago.  All Federal agencies have been tasked with  

promoting this effort.   
 
The Great Lakes LCC coordinator position was awarded to Glen Salmon, Indiana 
 DNR. 
 
Gov Quinn posed four action items as Illinois does their part for President Obama’s   

              Great Outdoor initiative. 
 
1)  Lake Calumet  Milenium Reserve is about ready   
 
2)   Hackmatack NWR should be finalized this fall.  
 
3)  Keep focus on Youth Conservation Corp.  Brookfield Park Zoo will be helping with  
     this initiative also.  
 
4)  Working on the Farm Bill grant programs to give them more awareness and have  



 

     asked Illinois’ Federal partners to also help promote the farm bill programs to land  
     owners.  

 
       Gov Quinn’s office is working on a website for this “Great Outdoor” initiative. 
 
Jim Anderson – Chicago Wilderness – would like the IDNR to add “Nuisance Wildlife” to the 
IL Wildlife Action Plan as a section that would provide instruction for regional and local 
authorities so they could craft ordinances to deal with nuisance wildlife, including feral hogs, 
feral cats and give guidelines about the hazards to human health in the chain of events that 
occur when feral animals pass on pathogens to existing wildlife and how humans can contact 
diseases from working with wildlife that normally are not transmitted by wildlife to humans.  
 
Good discussion ensued about the problem of feral animals in the U.S. and the need to address 
it in some way.   
 
Brian Anderson mentioned that the direction from IDNR should be from a human health 
perspective because that will keep the problem focused otherwise politics will destroy any effort 
to come to any meaningful guidelines.  
 
Brian had several handouts, these are the ones that I sent out to everyone in the email I sent 
out  with the agenda.  I will also post them on the IFAWAT Sharepoint website. 
 
John Buhnerkempe is working on the issue of feral hogs for IDNR and the result will be an 
Admin Rule to the existing wildlife statue.    
 
ACTION ITEM:  Jim Anderson will lead a subcommittee on the topic of feral wildlife and will 
contact several entities and scientists who are dealing with this issue and draft a  white paper 
with recommendations spelling out what actions should be taken and outcomes expected and 
present their findings to the Action Team.  
 
Brian Metzke presented via power point, the recently completed study of ” Evaluating Water 
Temperature, Habitat and Fish Communities in Candidate Coolwater Streams in Illinois”, 
authored by Leon Hinz, Brian Metzke and Ann Holtrop.  The primary objectives of this study 
include validating initial attempts to locate cool streams, conducting  measurements of stream 
temperature throughout Illinois, characterizing physical components and biota in cool streams, 
and evaluating methods for rapid estimation of stream temperature. The study is in PDF form 
190 pages at the URL below on the team’s sharepoint website: 
 
https://dnr.partner.illinois.gov/ifawat/Lists/Announcements/Attachments/182/T-
13%20Hinz_Metzke_Holtrop_2011_Coolwater_Final_Report.pdf 
 
Campaigns updates  

 
• GREEN CITIES CAMPAIGN
 

  

Nancy Williamson:  Region 3 US FWS called a meeting of the Study Team for Hackmatack  

WR proposal. DNR and INPC reps are members of study team.  Writing of the     

 Environmental Assessment is commencing with input from team.  

                                     http://www.fws.gov/midwest/planning/Hackmatack/index.html 
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Hackmatack NWR proposal, had meeting, engaging in conversation with US FWS now 
about mitigation. http://www.hackmatacknwr.org/about.htm      
 
(Nancy’s PowerPoint presentation will be posted on the  IFAWAT sharepoint website 
under Meeting Minutes for this date) 
https://dnr.partner.illinois.gov/ifawat/Meeting%20Minutes/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2fifawat%2fMeeting%20Min
utes%2f2011%2fMeeting%205%2d18%2d11&FolderCTID=&View=%7b32EBE8E2%2dE05E%2d4122%2dA964%2d211
C2B031A77%7d 
 

 
• 
 

FARMLAND and PRAIRIE CAMPAIGN 

Mike Wefer:  The campaign committee met at U of I  Dec 16th.     
 
Pyramid  and Saybrook  were agreed upon as the most important sites to work 
on first Prairie Chicken release. 
 
IDNR one of the Farm Bill biologists had to quit.  Hope to rehire soon.  

 
(Report on the IFAWAT sharepoint website) 

• WETLAND CAMPAIGN 
 

John Buhnerkempe:  John announced that he will take the lead for the Wetland  
Campaign but wants dedicated volunteers to come forward to help.   

 
(Report on the IFAWAT sharepoint website) 

• INVASIVE SPECIES CAMPAIGN 
 

John Buhnerkempe: John announced that Jody Shimp will present his strategy  
for the kick off of the Invasive Species Campaign at the next Action Team  
meeting on Nov 16th, 2011 

 
 Debbie Bruce:   Debbie said that C.R.E.P. reopened  
 
 Goals for CREP 2011 will be work with Streams and work to build wildlife  
 Corridors.    7% of illegible CREP land owners still available  and that is because of lack  
             of field staff.  Also received a 319 Grant from USDA. 
 

Brian Anderson suggested that young people should be used to get more experience 
with working with land owners. 

 
** All hard copy reports that accompanied the verbal reports are posted on the sharepoint  
    website under the meeting date folder. 
 
Implementation Updates from team members:    
 

The Nature Conservancy:  Jeff Walk said that Emiquon was ready for visitors, 
it has a new visitor center and that we all should go see the area.  Also there will  

 be a “Family Day” at Nachusa Grasslands and we are all invited to bring our   
      families. 
 

Illinois Natural History Survey:  Brian Anderson said that they received a 
National Science Foundation grant to fund their Collection program.  Brian said 
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that there are universities that are dumping some of their collections because 
they don’t have the funds to maintain them.   
 
Vital Lands – Tom Clay said a Land summit was coming up on Nov 9-10th, 
2011.  

 
      Chicago Wilderness – Jim Anderson -  Brookfield Zoo is helping CW with 

 conservation goals.  
 

      Prairie Rivers – Elliott Brinkman – Vermilion Watershed Conservation 
      Partnership working on their master plan.  

 
Elliot is working with Angella Moorehouse on the master plan for the Upper Mississippi  
River COA which will be ready late fall. 

 
        Asst Dir John Rogner suggested that the UMRCOA partnerhip contact the Iowa Hunt          
        Club and Leopold Legecy in Burlington IA to coordinate efforts with them as well.  
 
         

 

Next IFAWAT meeting will be Wednesday  November 16,  2011 1 pm  IDNR hdqrts 
3rd flr  Director’s Board Room 

Asst Dir John Rogner adjourned the 15th Meeting of the Illinois Fish and Wildlife Action 
      Team 

 


