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Spitler Woods State Natural Area � � � �

A 146-acre forested tract, Spitler Woods State Natural Area is
8 miles southeast of Decatur and 1/2 mile east of Mount Zion
off Illinois Route 121. The site was named for Ida B. Spitler,
who donated much of the land to the state in 1937, preserv-
ing for posterity the area's shaded ravines and towering trees.

Natural History � � � �

Large areas of east-central Illinois were once covered with thick
forests. When the area that comprises Spitler Woods was first
surveyed in April 1821, it was described as "gently rolling woods
composed mainly of oak, hickory, walnut and maple trees." The
understory of plants includes a wide variety of wildflowers.
Among the more prominent are the dogtooth violet, jack-in-the-
pulpit, Dutchman's breeches, wild geranium, buttercup, May
apple, red trillium, black-eyed Susan, woodland sunflower,
Solomon's seal, bluebell and anemone. Early area settlers used
the abundant sassafras found here to make herbal tea.

Because Mrs. Spitler had a deep love for nature, Spitler Woods
did not fall prey to the clear cutting and farming that destroyed
virtually all of central Illinois' forests. During her lifetime, she
took care to see that no timber was cut on the site, nor did she
allow hunting on her land. Consequently, the woods, which re-
tained many varieties of trees and shrubs native to central Illi-
nois, became a haven for birds and animals.

More than 175 years after the site was first surveyed, oak, wal-
nut and hickory trees continue to provide a soft, dense canopy
for many kinds of birds. Wildlife still come to drink from Squirrel
Creek as it trickles through the woodlands.While strolling along
the trails through this peaceful nature preserve, you may catch
a glimpse of deer, rabbits, squirrels, opossums, raccoons,
woodchucks or field mice.
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