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Public Hearing Documents:   
 
 
 

Individual species reviews and select Board discussion and determinations 
for species with ESPB preliminary approval for changes in listing status, 

addition to, or removal from, the Illinois List - Animals.  
 

Preliminary approval confirmed at the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
 

Presented in alphabetical order, by genus and species, in the following 
taxonomic groups: 

Fish 
Amphibians 

Reptiles 
Birds 

Mammals 
Invertebrates 

 
 
 
Production Note:  This document was produced partly using “screen grab” of sections from cited ESPB meeting 
minutes in order to retain section-specific formatting and reduce formatting complications that can result from 
using “cut-and-paste”.  The production value of “screen grab” varies in quality; readers can refer to cited ESPB 
meeting minutes (accessible on the ESPB’s website at 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/ESPB/Pages/MeetingAgendaMinutes.aspx) to view the original, higher-quality, 
respective sections.   
 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/ESPB/Pages/MeetingAgendaMinutes.aspx
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Presented by taxonomic group and then in alphabetical order, by genus and species 
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Fish 
Anguilla rostrata (American Eel) - Proposed Action:  add as threatened 
Reviewed at:  157th meeting, 02/08/2013; data confirmation at 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may 
contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 11 of the 157th meeting, 02/08/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation for adding Anquillera rostrata (American Eel) as an Illinois Threatened species.  Dr. Walk moved 
to approve the recommendation, Ms. Ross seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously.   
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Crystallaria asprella (Crystal Darter) - Proposed Action:  add as threatened 
Reviewed at:  161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 9 of the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
The Board discussed that while some recent observations seem to confirm the species’ presence in Illinois, there 
appears to still be much that is not known about the full extent of its status and distribution and especially since it 
is a border-river species.   
 
Dr. Walk moved to approve adding Crystal Darter (Crystallaria asprella) as an Illinois threatened species, Ms. Ross 
seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously.  Chair Gooch thanked Mr. Tiemann for his presentation 
of Dr. Taylor’s submittal. 
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Hybognathus hankinsoni (Brassy Minnow) - Proposed Action:  add as threatened 
Reviewed at:  157th meeting, 02/08/2013; data confirmation at 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may 
contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 11 of the 157th meeting, 02/08/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation for adding Hybognathus hankinsoni (Brassy Minnow) as an Illinois Threatened species.  Dr. Walk 
moved to approve the recommendation, Ms. Ross seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously.   
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Lethenteron appendix (American Brook Lamprey) - Proposed Action:  add as threatened 
Reviewed at:  157th meeting, 02/08/2013; data confirmation at 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may 
contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 11 of the 157th meeting, 02/08/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation for adding Lampetra appendix (American Brook Lamprey) as an Illinois Threatened species.  Dr. 
Walk moved to approve the recommendation, Ms. Ross seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously.   
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Reptiles 
Nerodia erythrogaster neglecta  (Copper-bellied Watersnake) - Proposed Action:  add as threatened 
Reviewed at:  161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion. 
This action does not require a public hearing by the Board, but can be done during the same cycle and process as 
the 2014 List revision 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 12 of the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
This action does not require a public hearing by the Board, but can be done during the same cycle and process as 
the 2014 List revision. 
 
Ms. Mankowski reviewed her species review for the Copper-bellied Watersnake (Nerodia erythrogaster neglecta) 
and recommended adding the species as Illinois threatened.   Ms. Masi moved to approve adding Copper-bellied 
Watersnake (Nerodia erythrogaster neglecta) as an Illinois threatened species and Mr. Robinett seconded the 
motion.  The Board voted and the motion was approved, with members Beyer-Clow, Gooch, Hofmann, Masi, 
Robinett, Ross, and Taft voting for, and member Walk voting against. 
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Birds 
Caprimulgus carolinensis (Chuck-will’s-widow) - Proposed Action:  add as threatened 
Reviewed at:  the 05/16/2012 special meeting; data confirmation at 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes 
may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 5 of the 05/16/2012 special meeting 

 
 
Following discussion, Vice –chair Kruse moved to list as threatened the Chuck-will’s widow, Dr. Hofmann 
seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 
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Falco peregrinus (Peregrine Falcon) - Proposed Action:  remove from threatened 
Reviewed at:  the 05/16/2012 special meeting and the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain 
additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 5 of the 05/16/2014 special meeting minutes 

 
 
Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 12 of the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
Ms. Mankowski reviewed the updated species review for the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), noted that the 
Board’s approved reclassification criteria had been satisfied for several years running, and recommended delisting 
the species due to recovery.  Dr. Walk moved to approve delisting Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) from Illinois 
threatened due to recovery and Ms. Masi seconded the motion.  The Board voted and the motion was approved, 
with members Beyer-Clow, Gooch, Hofmann, Masi, Robinett, Ross, and Walk voting for and Dr. Taft voting 
against. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ILLINOIS LIST OF ENDANGERED AND THREATENED ANIMAL SPECIES   
5-YEAR REVIEW AND REVISION ENDING IN 2014  

Public Hearing Documents:  Individual species reviews and select Board discussion and determinations for species 
with ESPB preliminary approval for changes in listing status, addition to, or removal from, the Illinois List.  

 

 
42 

 

Tyto alba (Barn Owl) - Proposed Action:  change from endangered to threatened 
Reviewed at:  the 05/16/2012 special meeting; mtg minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 5 of the 05/16/2014 special meeting minutes 
Ms. Mankowski reviewed that IDNR Natural Heritage (Biotics 4) Database element occurrence data through 
2011 had exceeded the ESPB approved listing status review trigger for considering a change in status from 
endangered to threatened as established in the Illinois Barn Owl (Tyto alba) Recovery Plan (2010). 
 
Chair Gooch thanked the ESPB TECs for birds for their participation in the Board’s List review process and 
noted that the discussion they had provided during the current meeting constituted valuable advice to the 
Board. He then asked the Board for a motion relative to the ESPB staff listing status recommendations for 
birds. Vice-chair Kruse moved to approve as Board preliminary approval of revision to the Illinois List the 
ESPB staff recommendations as presented and Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion. Chair Gooch asked for any 
additional Board discussion noting that the Board would conduct a vote on any individual amendment that 
Board members proposed. 
 
Following discussion of other species, but not for the Barn Owl (Tyto alba), Chair Gooch asked Vice-chair Kruse 
and Dr. Hofmann if they accepted the amendments to their original motion and they indicated acceptance. 
Chair Gooch then asked for a vote to approve as Board preliminary approval of revision to the Illinois List the 
ESPB staff recommendations as amended and presented below and it was approved unanimously. 
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Mammals 
Myotis leibii (Eastern Small-footed Bat) – Proposed Action: add as threatened 
Reviewed at:  155th meeting, 08/10/2012 and 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain additional 
information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 15 of the 155th meeting, 08/10/2012 

 
 
Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 12 of the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
Ms. Mankowski reviewed that no additional survey work had been contracted, but data necessary to establish 
element occurrences in the Database had been confirmed and entered into the Database and she recommended 
adding Eastern Small-footed Bat (Myotis leibii) as an Illinois threatened species.  Dr. Hofmann noted that she 
agreed with Ms. Mankowski’s reasoning for a threatened status and moved to approve adding Eastern Small-
footed Bat (Myotis leibii) as an Illinois threatened species, Mr. Robinett seconded the motion and it was approved 
unanimously. 
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Myotis septentrionalis (Northern Long-eared Bat) – Action:  add as threatened (proposed Fed E) 
Reviewed at:  161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 12 of the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
This action does not require a public hearing by the Board, but can be done during the same cycle and process as 
the 2014 List revision. 
 
Ms. Mankowski reviewed her species review for the Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) and 
recommended adding the species as Illinois threatened.   Dr. Hofmann moved to approve adding Northern Long-
eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) as an Illinois threatened species, Dr. Taft seconded the motion and it was 
approved unanimously. 
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Orchrotomys nuttallii (Golden Mouse) –Proposed Action:  remove from threatened 
Reviewed at:  155th meeting, 08/10/2012 and 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain additional 
information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 15 of the 155th meeting, 08/10/2012 
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Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 10 of the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
Ms. Mankowski reviewed that Board members had received the IDNR’s official proposal for the recommended 
action and her review of the same (Attachment F) and her updated species review included as part of the 
outstanding issues document (Attachment H).  She introduced Mr. Bluett of the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources and he reviewed parts of the IDNR’s official proposal and additional information that was not part of 
the proposal. 
 
The Board discussed that when the species was reviewed in 2012, data cited in the IDNR’s proposal had not yet 
been confirmed and entered into the Illinois Natural Heritage Database and it appeared that data had now been 
confirmed and entered.  It was noted that the number of observed occurrences differed between literature 
citations and the Database and that while it was difficult to reconcile those discrepancies, it appeared the Board’s 
previously approved status review triggers had been satisfied.  There was general discussion about survey results 
and information presented about habitat use.  The Board discussed that it appears the species has both expanded 
its range in Illinois and it may also be more common than previously thought. 
 
Dr. Hofmann moved to approve delisting Golden Mouse (Ochrotomys nuttalli) from Illinois threatened due to 
recovery and that it is more common than previously thought.  Dr. Taft seconded the motion, and it was 
approved unanimously.  Chair Gooch thanked Mr. Bluett for his presentation of the IDNR’s official proposal. 
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Oryzomys palustris (Rice Rat) – Proposed Action:  remove from threatened 
Reviewed at:  155th meeting, 08/10/2012 and 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain additional 
information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 15 of the 155th meeting, 08/10/2012 

 

 
Preliminary listing decision summary from agenda item 11 of the 161st meeting, 02/21/2014 
Ms. Mankowski reviewed that Board members had received the IDNR’s official proposal for the recommended 
action and her review of the same (Attachment G) and her updated species review included as part of the 
outstanding issues document (Attachment H).  Mr. Bluett reviewed parts of the IDNR’s official proposal and 
additional information that was not part of the proposal. 
 
The Board discussed that when the species was reviewed in 2012, data cited in the IDNR’s proposal had not yet 
been confirmed and entered into the Illinois Natural Heritage Database and it appeared that data had now been 
confirmed and entered.  It was noted that the number of observed occurrences differed between literature 
citations and the Database and that while it was difficult to reconcile those discrepancies, it appeared the Board’s 
previously approved status review triggers may be satisfied. 
 
Mr. Bluett answered some questions from the Board about survey design and results as related to lower capture 
rates in Illinois as compared to other parts of the species’ range.  Mr. Bluett felt that the differences were 
explained by differences in survey design.  There was also discussion about information presented about habitat 
changes.  The Board discussed that it appears the species may have both expanded its range in Illinois and it may 
also be more common than previously thought. 
 
Chair Gooch asked for a motion to approve delisting Rice Rat (Oryzomys palustris) from Illinois threatened.  Dr. 
Hofmann recused herself voting, noting her previous employment working on several surveys and studies 
involved in the recommendation. 
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Mr. Robinett moved to approve delisting Rice Rat (Oryzomys palustris) from Illinois threatened due to recovery 
and that it may be more common than previously thought and Ms. Ross seconded the motion.  Mr. Robinett 
asked Ms. Mankowski about her review comment that no EOs showed observations for five years as called for in 
the status review triggers.  Ms. Mankowski explained that her review looked at Database data for the last seven 
years and did not show repeated observations at any EO over a five-year period during the seven years.  She and 
Mr. Bluett reviewed that his current presentation information differed from that submitted previously and it 
illustrated those EOs with any observation, although absent population numbers, over a 20+-year timeframe, so 
that Mr. Bluett considered any persistence of observation at five locations over the broader timeframe to indicate 
viable populations.  Ms. Mankowski stated that she did not understand that to be what was prescribed in the 
status review trigger and had not reviewed it that way.  Following some additional brief discussion, the Board 
voted and the motion was approved unanimously.  Chair Gooch thanked Mr. Bluett for his presentation of the 
IDNR’s official proposal. 
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Invertebrates 
SNAILS  
Leptoxis praerosa (Onyx Rocksnail) - Proposed Action:  add as endangered 
Reviewed at:  158th meeting, 05/17/2013; data confirmation at 161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may 
contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation for adding Leptoxis praerosa (Onyx Rocksnail) as an Illinois Endangered species.  Vice-chair Kruse 
moved to approve the recommendation, Dr. Walk seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 
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MUSSELS  
Elliptio crassidens (Elephant-ear) - Proposed Action:  change from threatened to endangered 
Reviewed at:  157th meeting, 02/08/2013; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation to change from threatened to endangered the Elephant-ear (Elliptio crassidens).  Dr. Walk 
moved to approve Ms. Mankowski’s recommendation, Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion, and it was approved 
unanimously. 
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Fusconaia ebena (Ebonyshell) - Proposed Action:  change from threatened to endangered 
Reviewed at:  157th meeting, 02/08/2013; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation to change from threatened to endangered  the Ebonyshell (Fusconaia ebena).  Dr. Walk moved 
to approve Ms. Mankowski’s recommendation, Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion, and it was approved 
unanimously. 
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Leptodea leptodon (Scaleshell (Fed E)) - Proposed Action:  add as endangered 
Reviewed at:  161st meeting, 02/21/2014; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
 
This action does not require a public hearing by the Board, but can be done during the same cycle and process as 
the 2014 List revision. 
 
Federally endangered species that was considered extirpated from Illinois prior to Federal listing, so was not 
previously added to IL List with an Illinois listing status.  Based on new discovery of one live specimen found and 
vouchered 14 May 2013 (Cummings, Widlow, Wyffels, Kirk) from the Illinois River, Marsailles Pool, Grundy Co., 
should be added to the IL List with an Illinois listing status.  Data submitted to database June 18, 2013. Board staff 
confirmed data received and accepted by the Database, so Board staff recommends listing as Illinois endangered.   
Dr. Taft moved to approve staff recommendation, Dr. Walk seconded the motion, and it was approved 
unanimously.  
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CRUSTACEANS  
Caecidotea spatulata (Isopod) - Proposed Action:  remove from endangered 
Reviewed at:  158th meeting, 05/17/2013; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation to remove from endangered the Isopod (Caecidotea spatulata).  Dr. Walk moved to approve 
Ms. Mankowski’s recommendation, Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 
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LEAFHOPPERS  
Paraphlepsius lupalus (Leafhopper) - Proposed Action:  remove from endangered 
Reviewed at:  158th meeting, 05/17/2013; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation to remove from endangered the Leafhopper (Paraphlepsius lupalus).  Dr. Walk moved to 
approve Ms. Mankowski’s recommendation, Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion, and it was approved 
unanimously. 
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BUTTERFLIES 
Atrytone arogos (Arogos Skipper) - Proposed Action:  remove from endangered 
Reviewed at:  158th meeting, 05/17/2013; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation to remove from endangered the the Arogos Skipper (Atrytone arogos).  Dr. Walk moved to 
approve Ms. Mankowski’s recommendation, Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion, and it was approved 
unanimously. 
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Hesperia metea (Cobweb Skipper) - Proposed Action:  change from threatened to endangered 
Reviewed at:  158th meeting, 05/17/2013; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation to change from threatened to endangered for Cobweb Skipper (Hesperia metea).  Dr. Walk 
moved to approve Ms. Mankowski’s recommendation, Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion, and it was approved 
unanimously. 
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Papaipema eryngii (Eryngium Stem Borer) - Proposed Action:  change from endangered to threatened 
Reviewed at:  158th meeting, 05/17/2013; meeting minutes may contain additional information and discussion 
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Preliminary listing decision excerpts from agenda item 8 of the 158th meeting, 05/17/2013 
In the review of multiple species’ recommendations during the agenda item discussion, Ms. Mankowski made 
recommendation to change change from endangered to threatened for Eryngium Stem Borer (Papaipema 
eryngii).  Dr. Walk moved to approve Ms. Mankowski’s recommendation, Dr. Hofmann seconded the motion, and 
it was approved unanimously. 
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