Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board petition process and form for changing the 
listed status of a species on the Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened Species (version 1.0)

Approved at the 165th meeting, February 20, 2015

1.  THE PROCESS
A. Under the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act (ESPA/Act), the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board (ESPB/Board) is required to review and revise the Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened Species (Illinois List) as warranted but in no case less frequently than every 5 years and the Board’s listing decisions must be based on scientific evidence.

B. This process and form are intended to provide a standardized, transparent, and equally accessible means for anyone to petition the ESPB about removing a species from the Illinois List.  [Separate forms are available for petition for addition or removal.]

C. Petition packages (completed form and copies of attachments) will first be administratively reviewed for  consistency with/applicability to the Act (520 ILCS 10/), listing criteria outlined below in Section 3F (Section F of the Form) and in the administrative rules for the Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened Fauna (Title 17 ILL. ADM. CODE, CH. I, SEC 1010) and the Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened Flora (Title 17 ILL. ADM. CODE, CH. I, SEC 1050), scientific evidence, completeness of the form, and to confirm that data and references/citations/attachments have been received.   

D. The Board will consider administratively accepted petition packages during an agenda item at one of its meetings according to the schedule and timeline described below.  Specific species location information may be redacted or removed from those parts of petition packages reviewed during the Board’s meeting and/or included in meeting minutes.  Successful petitions will result in a Board preliminary decision; please refer to List Review and Revision Process page on the ESPB website for more information about the overall process and schedule. 

*The following schedule and timeline is estimated and subject to change based on ESPB staffing and workload.
(If you are unable to communicate via email, contact ESPB staff to discuss an alternative schedule and timeline.)

E. Within about 7 days of receipt of a petition package, the petitioner will be sent email notice acknowledging receipt.

F. Within 21 days after sending an email notice acknowledging receipt, the petition package will be administratively reviewed.  After this review is complete, the petitioner will be sent email notice that the petition package is acceptable or insufficient. 

G. Insufficient petition packages will be returned to the petitioner with an explanation and recommendations for resubmitting, as appropriate, and for alternate means of addressing the Board.

H. Administratively accepted petition packages will be considered by the Board during an agenda item at one of its meetings; it may be considered individually or in the context of a group of species reviews, such as during the review of a taxonomic group that contains the species named.  A schedule of regular ESPB meetings is accessible on the ESPB website.  It is not necessary for petitioners to be present at the meeting(s), but they may choose to attend to hear the Board’s discussion.  Some petitioners may wish to make their own presentation to the Board as an individual agenda item.

I. Petitioners who DO NOT wish to make presentation to the Board as an agenda item:   Shortly after the meeting when the petition is considered, Board staff will send the petitioner explanation of the Board’s determination.  Approved minutes from the meeting will reflect the Board’s discussion on the item.   Approved meeting minutes are made available 10 days following approval, which typically takes place at the subsequent regularly scheduled meeting.

J. Petitioners who DO wish to make presentation to the Board as an individual agenda item:  The petitioner will be provided information about whether their petition package will be considered for inclusion as an ESPB meeting agenda item for the next scheduled regular meeting or otherwise (for example, it may be deferred if the next meeting agenda is already full or the taxonomic group that contains the species named in the petition will be reviewed at a later meeting).  To be considered for inclusion as an ESPB meeting agenda item, petition packages will need to be administratively accepted at least 30 days prior to a scheduled meeting.  This means complete petition packages will need to be submitted at least 60 days prior to a scheduled meeting.  A schedule of regular ESPB meetings is accessible on the ESPB website.  The Chair of the ESPB approves a general agenda for scheduled regular meetings shortly after 30 days prior to the meeting.  After the Chair approves an agenda for the meeting, Board staff will contact the petitioner to let them know whether or not the item has been added to the agenda.  If the item has not been added for the next meeting, the petitioner will be provided an explanation of why and how the request will be considered for a subsequent meeting and for alternate means of addressing the Board.  

2.  COMPLETING AND SUBMITTING THE FORM AND ATTACHMENTS (PETITION PACKAGE)
A. Do not remove any parts of this document.   

B. Fill-in all sections to the best of your ability with available information.   Rather than leaving a section blank, please indicate “Don’t have information” and/or “Don’t know”, if appropriate.   

C. The Board requires Natural Heritage (Biotics) Database occurrence data as evidence necessary to make a  change in listed status preliminary decision – see 3G (Section G of the Form).  The Board may also consult information already in our files for a subject species, but will only conduct additional research as time and resources allow when evaluating whether a petition presents substantial information indicating “a change in status” may be warranted.  Therefore, to ensure that the Board will consider any supporting documentation referenced, the petitioner should provide either electronic or hard copies of any supporting materials cited in the recommendation in their entirety (including correspondence relative to “personal communication” citations), or valid links to public websites where the cited materials can be accessed; these materials should be in English.  If copies or links are not provided, the Board may at our option contact the petitioner to obtain supporting documentation.  However, if the petitioner has not provided the supporting documentation, and it is not otherwise readily available in our files, the Board will be unable to consider this information in making our finding.  In addition, the Board requests that literature citations are specific enough to allow us to easily locate within the documentation the particular information cited in the petition, including page numbers and chapters, as applicable.

D. Questions about completing the form can be directed to the Endangered Species Protection Board (ESPB), at dnr.espb@illinois.gov.  ESPB  may assist by answering questions or providing explanation, but will not be responsible for providing data or other information (or copies of such) necessary to complete the form.

E. A complete petition package can be submitted via email to dnr.espb@illinois.gov  (please indicate “Illinois List Species Listed Status Change Petition” in the subject line of the email).  If you need to submit the petition package or copies of attachments as hard copies or electronic copies saved to disc or thumb drive, they (along with a hard copy of your petition form) can be mailed to the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board; One Natural Resources Way; Springfield, IL 62702-1271.



3.  THE FORM


A. Date:	


B. Petitioner(s) Information (include information for all authors/contributors)

Name:	

Address:	

Phone number:			

Email address:	

Title:	

Agency/Institution/Organization affiliation:	

Name and contact information for individual authorized to approve this petition on behalf of the respective agency/institution/organization:


C. Does the petitioner wish to present to the Board as an individual agenda item at a Board meeting? (if left blank, this defaults to “No”)

No	____
Yes	____


D. The scientific and common name of any species involved (Please refer to the current Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened Species accessible on the ESPB website to fill-in the following item.) 

Scientific Name:	

Common Name:		


E. Biological information on the species (including habitat and life‐history traits).


F. Initial and current listing status information (Please refer to Appendix K of The Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act at 40: A Review  of the Act’s Provisions and the Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened Species accessible on the ESPB website under “Publications” to fill-in the following items.)

Date species was initially listed:


Listing status of species at initial listing:



Primary reason(s) for initial listing (highlight respective criteria):

1.   Species or subspecies designated as federally endangered or threatened.
2.   Species proposed for Federal Endangered or Threatened status that occurs in Illinois.
3.  Species which formerly were more widespread in Illinois but have shown significant declines which may lead to extirpation from the State due to habitat destruction, collecting, or other pressures resulting from the development of Illinois. 
4.  Species which exhibit very restricted geographic ranges, of which Illinois is a part;
5.  Species which exhibit restricted habitats or low populations in Illinois;
6.  Species which are significant disjuncts in Illinois, i.e., the Illinois population is far removed from the rest of the species' range.

Dates of and listing status changes since initial listing:


Please refer to the current Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened Species accessible on the ESPB website to fill-in the following item.

Current Illinois listing status:	Illinois Endangered	_____
				Illinois Threatened	_____
				Date website information accessed:	_____________

Please refer to the USFWS website at http://www.fws.gov/endangered/ and query by species name to fill-in the following item.

Current Federal listing status:	Federally Endangered	_____
				Federally Threatened	_____
				Not Federally Listed	_____
				Date website information accessed:	______________


G. [bookmark: _GoBack]Data describing Illinois-specific past and present status and distribution of the species involved.  Where indicated by   - * , information should be Element Occurrence data from the Illinois Natural Heritage (Biotics) Database (Database).  If you are using data that is not in the Database, the Board requires that it be submitted to, accepted by, and entered in to the Database prior to the Board accepting it as evidence necessary to make a preliminary decision to “a change in status”.  If acceptance by and entry into the Database is pending at the time the Board reviews the petition, the Board may elect to identify the petition as an outstanding issue that it will revisit prior to confirming preliminary decisions.   If the data has not been accepted by and entered into the Database by the time the Board confirms preliminary decisions, the Board will be unable to consider the subject data as part of the evidence necessary to make a preliminary decision to “a change in status”.  In submitting data to the Database, please refer to the form at the following link for how to report the occurrence of a listed species – data may be submitted in another format, such as excel spreadsheet, as long as the necessary elements are addressed).  To request data from the Database, contact Tara Kieninger, Illinois Natural Heritage (Biotics) Database Manager at tara.kieninger@illinois.gov and indicate your request is for use in preparing an ESPB petition form for changing the listed status of a species on the Illinois List.   


1) Counties with historic occurrence w/ no Element Occurrences established due to imprecise location information (Please refer to respective Endangered and Threatened Species of Illinois: Status and Distribution volumes accessible on the Board’s website under “Publications” to fill-in a list of counties.)

List of counties:


2) Past and present Illinois status and distribution Natural Heritage (Biotics) Database Data - *:

Date Illinois Natural Heritage (Biotics) Database Data was accessed: ______________
(A copy of the Database reports you receive must be submitted as an attachment.)

Past Element Occurrence Data - *
(use Database report with filename “genus species past DDMMYY.pdf” to fill-in this table)
	Date of first observation
	Date initially listed
	Date of first mapped EO
	# of EOs mapped w/in 2 years of first mapped EO
	# of EOs mapped w/in 2 years of first mapped EO that were also protected as Nature Preserves
	# of topo quads captured by distb of EOs mapped w/in 2 years of first mapped EO
	# of Counties captured by distb of EOs mapped w/in 2 years of  first mapped EO
	# of HUC8 Watersheds captured by distb of EOs mapped w/in 2 years of  first mapped EO

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Present Element Occurrence information - *
(use Database report with filename “genus species present DDMMYY.pdf” to fill-in this table)
	Last Date of  Observation at any EO
	Total
# of EOs
	Total EOs with obs in 2 most recent 5-year intervals
	# of EOs protected as Nature Preserves
	# of topo quads captured by distb of total EOs
	# of Counties captured by distb of total EOs
	# of HUC8 Watersheds captured by distb of total EOs
	# of Counties with EO obs in 2 most recent 5-year intervals
	# of HUC8 Watersheds with EO obs in 2 most recent 5-year intervals

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Number of Element Occurrences with observations and surveyed with no observation in each 5-year interval - *
(use Database report with filename “genus species eodata DDMMYY.pdf” to tally observations in each interval to fill-in this table;  note: some EOs have multiple sites, an observation at any individual site constitutes an observation for the EO)
	 
	1982-1986
	1987-1991
	1992-1996
	1997-2001
	2002-2006
	2007-2011
	2012 - 2016

	# of EOs with obs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	# of EOs surveyed w/ no obs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	# of Counties with obs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	# of HUC8 Watersheds with obs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



For each Element Occurrence fill in the following information - *
(use Database report with filename “genus species eodata DDMMYY.pdf” to fill-in this table; note: some EOs have multiple sites, an observation at any individual site constitutes an observation for the EO; add rows as necessary)
	 EO #
	County
	Protected as a Nature Preserve?
	Date of most recent obs
	Survey count of most recent obs
	Dates of surveys with no obs 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



1) Number of occurrences/populations that are otherwise protected in:

Illinois Land and Water Reserves (list # of occurrences/populations by site - *)


Other properties owned/managed by the State (list # of occurrences/populations by site - *)


Properties owned/managed by Federal or local Government (list # of occurrences/populations by site)


2) As part of this petition, did you submit data to the Database that is pending acceptance by, and entry into, the Database?

Yes _____	Date submitted _____________
No _____ 


H. Information regarding research needs, survey needs, or other data gaps that need to be addressed for the species or its habitat.


I. Information on regulatory protections and conservation activities initiated or currently in place that may or may not protect the species or its habitat. 

Illinois regulatory protections:


Federal regulatory protections:


Illinois conservation activities:


J. Information regarding the status of the species over all or a significant portion of its range.


K. Identification of the specific change in listed status recommended – change from endangered to threatened or change from threatened to endangered (endangered = at risk of extinction in the wild in Illinois; threatened = likely to become endangered in the wild in Illinois within the foreseeable future).

Recommend change from endangered to threatened ____

Recommend change from threatened to endangered ____

Is there a Board-approved recovery planning document with status review triggers for the species?  (Please refer to the Species Recovery  page on the ESPB website to view Board-approved recovery planning documents.)

Yes____
No____

If yes, list the respective status review trigger(s) that has/have been met or exceeded.


Provide a narrative with evidence, including Illinois Natural Heritage (Biotics) Database data from Section F and information from other Sections above, that the species meets or exceeds the respective status review trigger, the species no longer meets the definition of endangered and the listed status should be changed to threatened, or that the species no longer meets the definition of threatened and the listed status should be changed to endangered.  It is most helpful if this narrative contains an analysis of the data and information presented and addresses biological information on the species (including habitat, life-history traits, and threats) that is relevant to determining which listed status is warranted:  
 

L. Supporting documentation in the form of copies of reprints of pertinent publications, data, reports or letters from authorities, and maps.  

Provide specific citations/references here:


Provide a list of attachments here:
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