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plan to encompass non‐formal educators 
and include more outdoor components.
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History of the EL for IL
Master plan for environmental education

First developed in 1995

Updated every 5 years
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This is the 4th edition of the Environmental Literacy for Illinois strategic plan.  The original plan was drafted in 1995, promoted and adopted by the Conservation Congress.

It is the master plan for environmental education in Illinois and it is updated every 5 years to reflect current needs, programs, resources and technology. The 2010 update will be an open process that will incorporate a lot of public input. 

Environmental Education is a learning process that increases people’s knowledge and awareness about the environment and associated challenges, develops the necessary skills and expertise to address the challenges, and fosters attitudes, motivations, and commitments to make informed decisions and take responsible action.

How did the 1995 plan come about?




Who’s involved?
Dept of Natural Resources, 
Co ‐ Chair

State Board of Education, Co ‐
Chair

Active Transportation Alliance
Amboy Central Elementary School
Champaign School District
Chicago Botanic Gardens
Chicago Metro Association for the Education of 

Young Children
Chicago Public School for Environmental 

Outreach
Chicago Public Schools
Chicago Wilderness
Dept of Agriculture
Dept of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
DuQuoin High School
DuPage Forest Preserve
Environmental Education Association of Illinois
Governor’s Office
Heartland Community College

Illinois College
Illinois Farm Bureau 
Illinois Science Teachers Association
Illinois State Museum
Lake County Forest Preserves
Morton Arboretum
National Wild Turkey Federation
Northern Illinois University
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
Pekin High School
Red Hill High School 
Riverton High School
New Trier High School
Triad High School
Urbana Park District
Will County Forest Preserve
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IDNR is co-chairing the committee to update the EL for IL plan with the State Board of Education.  

33 organizations were involved in the making of the first draft.



What’s in the Plan?
Sustainability
Evaluation
Grants and Long‐Term 
Funding
Environmental Learning 
Sites and Centers
Electronic Information 
Resources
Pre‐service Teacher 
Education

In‐Service Teacher 
Education
Integration
Early Childhood: Birth to 
Five Years
Non‐Formal Education
Professional 
Development for Non‐
Formal Educators
Careers
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I suggest you say a sentence about what Sustainability and Integration is because their titles are not intuitive.  The rest, I think, are self-explanatory. 



What’s New?
Implementation Approach

Sustainability
Non‐Formal Education
Non‐Formal Educator Professional Development
Early Learning
Grants and Long‐term Funding
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 EL for IL plan will be implemented through collaborative partnerships, not just by the state.  Organizations and partners will be listed on the plan for accountability.

New sections of the plan include Sustainability, Non-formal education, Non-formal educator professional development, early learning, and grant and long-term funding.  These sections involve…



Timeline
Drafts
Draft 1 – March 15
Draft 2 – September 15

Online Comments
Draft 1: April 7 ‐ July 31
Draft 2: October 1 –
November 15
Final: December

Public Comments
Draft 1 – April 13, DNR 
Headquarters, 
Springfield
Draft 2 – October 21, 
Morton Arboretum, 
Chicago
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Get Involved
Comment online and get more information at 
www.dnr.state.il.us/EL4IL/home.htm

Comment at a public comment session today or 
October 21 in Chicago
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Gil - To submit a public comment on the draft plan you can attend one of the public meetings held in Springfield and Chicago or you can submit a comment through our online comment form by following the links below.

Olivia – In this afternoon’s YOUTH session, you will have the opportunity to summit comments on DRAFT 1 of the EL for IL or suggest new ideas that the EL for IL should incorporate.  We will be meeting at 12:30 in First Floor A, which some of you may remember was the old gift shop.  It is right inside the front door, by they permit counter.  

If you need a copy of the EL for IL plan for afternoon session, find Olivia before noon.

http://www.dnr.state.il.us/EL4IL/home.htm


Contact information
Olivia Dorothy
Dept of Natural Resources
217‐785‐0075
Olivia.Dorothy@illinois.gov

‐ or ‐

Gil Downey
Illinois State Board of Education
217/557‐7323
gdowney@isbe.net

mailto:Olivia.Dorothy@illinois.gov
mailto:gdowney@isbe.net

	Environmental Literacy �for Illinois 
	Conservation Congress �Youth Recruitment and Retention
	History of the EL for IL
	Who’s involved?
	What’s in the Plan?
	What’s New?
	Timeline
	Get Involved
	Contact information

