


Conservation Congress 
Funding recommendation #1 & #3

Immediately develop a master action plan
outlining conservation and natural resources
funding needs and how to pay for them.

Implement a stable, dedicated long‐term funding
source for conservation and outdoor recreation,
focused on the benefits of conservation and
outdoor recreation programs for economic
development, tourism, public health, education,
agriculture and private land stewardship, and the
state’s cultural heritage.



PPW Members

Coalition Representing Wide‐
Ranging Interests
Hunting and Fishing
Recreation
Parks
Conservation
Water Quality
Land Trusts
Wildlife Preservationists
Scientists
Natural Resource Educators

Steering Committee 
Members

Ducks Unlimited

Environment Illinois

Illinois Association of Park Districts

Illinois Audubon

Illinois Environmental Council

Land Trust Alliance

Openlands

Pheasants Forever

Prairie Rivers Network

Sierra Club

The Nature Conservancy

The Trust for Public Land

Illinois Association of Conservation 
and Forest Preserve Districts





MAY 2009 ILLINOIS STATEWIDE POLL
VOTERS SUPPORT CONSEVATION DESPITE OTHER CONCERNS 

Voters are concerned about the state’s direction:

A 54% majority of voters believe that Illinois is

“pretty seriously off on the wrong track.”

Government competence is a top concern:

91% rate “state budget deficits” as an “extremely”

or “very serious” problem.

80% rate “waste & inefficiency in state government”

as an “extremely” or “very serious” problem.



MAY 2009 ILLINOIS STATEWIDE POLL
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Agree Disagree Don't Know

Even though state revenues 
are down, the Illinois state 

budget should include 
funding for land and water 

conservation
We can protect land and water 
and have a strong economy at 

the same time, without 
having to choose one over the 

other



MAY 2009 ILLINOIS STATEWIDE POLL
KEY FINDINGS

1) Voters are Highly Concerned about the Economy, but also
Support Conservation

2) 76% want Conservation Spending to Stay the Same or Increase

3) 79% backed $350 Million in Bonds for Illinois Conservation

4) Support for Conservation is represented across all subgroups
polled – e.i. urban / suburban / rural, Republican / Democrat



Next Steps
Feasibility Research

Draft complete for June 2010
Public Opinion Survey
Building a Broader PPW 
Coalition



For further information information about this presentation, please 
contact Susan Donovan, The Nature Conservancy at 312-580-
2160 or Beth White, The Trust for Public Land at 312-750-9820
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