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Department of Natural Resources Act
20 ILCS 801/1-15

e “.shall recognize, preserve, and promote
our special heritage of recreational hunting
and trapping by providing opportunities to
hunt and trap in accordance with the
Wildlife Code.” R
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Hunting Heritage Program

Develop the Conceptual Program

Identify Funding Sources to Support the
Program

Establish and Fill a Staff Position to Support
the Program

Gathering Information to Assist Developing a ¢, cervation
Program (i.e., Human Dimension Studies)
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Where do we go from here?

e Participate with the development of a
Hunting Heritage Program and Plan

e Form a Hunting Heritage Advisory Committee
to advise the DNR on Plan development and

provide oversight of Plan implementation
e Start developing Plan objectives and strategies
. . . Conservation
 |dentify challenges to obtaining access to land
e Assess the needs of targeted hunters/trappers

 |dentify and/or develop “best access practices”
for public and/or private land
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Objective # 1

 Develop a comprehensive ten year plan for
the Program within one year of hiring
Program Manager.

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Objective # 2

ncrease the number of acres available for
nunters on public lands (Federal, State,
ocal units of government) by 5% annually
over the next 10 years.

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Objective # 3

e Maintain hunter numbers at 300,000 over
the next 10 years based upon DNR Direct
sales figures

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Objective # 4

* Increase hunter satisfaction with all
Department hunting/trapping programs to
75% within 5 years as measured by the
INHS Human Dimension Program’s Hunter
Harvest Survey.

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Other Objectives

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 1

* Create a Hunting Heritage Advisory Board
that would advise the Program on Plan
development and provide oversight of Plan
implementation.

e Who needs to be a member of this Board? Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 2

 Develop and implement a project that
communicates the fundamental principles
and values of our hunting/trapping heritage
(e.g., North American Model of Wildlife
Conservation). R
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 3

* |ncrease hunter/trapper awareness of
wildlife, habitat conservation and ethics.

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 4

 Develop, implement, and maintain a
project that would provide
hunters/trappers and other wildlife
recreationists information on the status of
wildlife and associated recreational P
activities (e.g., I-HUNT Illinois web site).
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 5

e Foster coordination among State, Federal,
ocal units of government, industry, and
nunting/trapping organizations to open
and to hunting/trapping

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 6

* Provide oversight with maximizing access
on existing public land and reducing
regulations on public lands

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 7

* |ncrease public land recreational
opportunities through land acquisition

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 8

 Develop and implement projects to
improve hunters/trappers access to private
lands

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 9

 Develop and implement a plan to recruit
new hunters and keep existing hunters
engaged.

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Suggested Strategy # 10

* |Increase public awareness and support for
hunting/trapping.

Conservation
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Hunting Heritage Program
Other Strategies

Conservation

CONGRESS



Hunting Heritage Program
Funding Options

Wildlife and Fish Fund

Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration
USDA Voluntary Public Access Program
Access Stamp

Conservation
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