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To: Colteen Callahan, Director

From: Mike Wefer, Chair, lllinois Habitat Fund Advisory Committee

Date: October 15, 2021

Su.bject: Illincis Habitat Fund Advisory Committee Acti.on

The lllinois Habitat Fund Advisory Committee held their annual meeting on October 6, 2021,

The Committee’s responsibility is to review and recommend the allocation of funds in the lilinois Habitat

Fund. :

. Committee Business Recommendations

The Committee voted to recommend that the Department host a special Committee meeting withim 6
months to work through some recurring issues including:

e Allowing the funding of UTVs

¢ Hunting access as a ranking criteria

» Funding land acquisition by non-DNR entities
Clarification of the rules governing cash advances under GATA
Explanation of payment delays to grantees
I wholeheartedly endorse the recommendation for the special meeting and am happy to discuss if you
would like. :

Summary of Funding Recommendations

Grants to governmental and not-for-profits for Habitat Projects $ 446,566.00
Designated for IDNR Land Acquisition $ - 53,434.00
Total October FY2022 Committee Recommended Funding $ 500,000.00

Funds available were unexpectively low this year. The IDNR did not request any Habitat funds in hopes
that more external grants could be funded.
The Committee recommended funding the six highest scoring grant applications.

$ 50,000 Ducks Unlimited — Copperas Creek Wetland enhancement for replacement of failed
outdated water control structures,

$ 70,400 Quail and Upland Game Alliance — Woody Succession Program ~ a program that offers
' landowners assistance with removing woody succession and brushy areas to improve bird
habitat.
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Pheasarits l—orever/Quall Forever — Chapter habitat projects ass:stmg landowners with
brush management, prescribed burns, invasives removal, native plantings and pollinator
plants.

McHenry County Conservation District — Preservation and restoration efforts at Pleasant
Valley Conservation Area, establishing high diversity prairie, adding additional acres of
oak savanna and grazing grasslands for bison. Includes the purchase of a flac-vac seed
harvestor to process 1,330lbs of of native seeds gathered by the habitat teams.

Shawnee. Resource Conservation District — An open canopy project that assists
landowners with forest stand improvement, invasives removal and control and prescribed
burns on forested oak ecosystems.

Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever — Support for the Iliinois Rexcreational Access Program
Habitat Strike Team, conducting habitat work on private lands enrolied in IRAP that
provides semi-controlled public access on sites throughout west central lllinois.
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Preservation and restomtion efforls at Pleasant alley Conservation
Area, establishing an additional 90 acres of high diversity prairic
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22,0090 McHenry Comservation - grassla_nﬂ will be ?nhan:cd w1.lh secding, T.hls cu_nscn'nmn arca hfxs $36,610,00 so857E2 33| 39% | sImd123 USFWSH.nchmta
i District 2 grazing kasc with Ruhter Bison to sustaina bison herd on cerain ck National
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ecosystems.

West Centml
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Curently, Ilinois Recreational Access Program (IRAP) Habitat Strike
Team (HST) conducts work oz private lands enrolied in [RAP that
provides semi-controled public aceess on sites throughout west
central lllinois. (PF&QF) is requestng funds to ¢continue support for
3 exitting positions of the HST and continus the HST Team’s impact
on privatc and public lands. Personiel funded under Grawt 21-010H |

Pheasants Farever S1MA16.00 $49,179.00| 22%2 |  $223,565.00| IDNR [RAFP

200,008 included support for Persanmel (I Teanr Leader, 3
Teehnicians).

The Committee recommended not funding nine applications.

These elght grant proposals were scored lower, and there were insufficient funds leftover once the highest
scoring proposals recieve funding.

S 67,010

Quiail and Upland Game Alliance — Hahitat BONUIS Program — Offers landowners bonus
payments for completing wildlife friendly management work on both CRP and Non-CRP
acreage.
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Quail and Upland Game Alliance — SAFE Incentive Program — Offers [andowners an
incentive payment of $100 per acre for signing up acreage for the USDA SAFE program.

Champaign County Forest Preserve — Land acquisition of 105 acres of watershed
floodplain and a forested area continguous with the St. Joseph Wetland {CCSWCD) and
the Kickapoo Rail Trail {KRT).

City of Rock Island — Restoration of ten acres to pollinator meadows.

Kane County Forest Preserve — Enhance wetland guality within a large marsh and restore
wetland associated upland habitat at Pingree Grove Forest Preserve.

DuPage County Forest Preserve - Contractual Restoration of Herrick Lake Forest Preserve,
activities were to include invasives removal, prescribed burns and native plant seeding.

Pollinator Partnership — A project to provide support for personnel and costs associated
with a project in north eastern lllinois where volunteers gather native plant seed and the
IDNR Mason State Tree Nursery assists with seed cleaning and grow-out of native plant
plugs for distribution for re-planting in natural areas.

Heartlands Conservancy — A projéct to provide support for Land Stewardship Manager to
assist the Conservation Manager to improve habitat on public and private lands, working
to improver habitat on various public lands and provide technical assistance to
landowners, and leading volunteer stewardship activities on public lands.
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22-006H | Rocklshnd ICity of RackIsiand Restoration of ten acres to poliinator meadews. $20,000.00/ 516,000.00 332 $30,606.00
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1-007H Kane Forest Preserve associated upland habitat at Pingree Grove Forest Preserve. S100,000.00 i $250.000.001 7156 | $350,00000|  PFW, SWCD,
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A sharepoint server file is available of all grant application materials at;
https://dnr.portal.illinois.gov/teams/orc/SpecialFunds/HabitatFund/Shared%20Documents/Forms/Allite

ms.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fteams%2Forc%2FSpecialFunds%2FHabitatFund%2 FShared%20Documents%2 F

2022%20Habitat%20Fund%20Grant%20Applications&FolderCTID=0x0120008B6439D2647EDBABBOFCDO
53124A12F6&View=%7/BB2EE35D6%2D6E1C%2D4707%2DACD1%2DB691DAG60B757%7D&InitialTabld=Ri

bbeon%2EDocument&VisibilityContext=WsSTabPersistence

For any review of the materials considered by the Committee as well as the grant proposals themselves.

Any questions abou the meeting materials or the grant proposals shouldbe directed to Mike Wefer, IDNR
Chair. Any technical questions about grant processes should be directed to Susan J. Duke IDNR Grant
Administrater for the lllinois Habitat Fund.
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